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HORRORNONFICTION

Cult Following 
The Extreme Sects That Capture Our Imaginations— 
and Take Over Our Lives 
By J. W. Ocker

“A must-read for those with a taste for cult narratives.” 
—Publishers Weekly

Have you ever wondered how ordinary people end up enmeshed in 
extreme cults? Everything you’ve ever wanted to know about history’s 
most notorious cults—and the psychology of the people who join 
them—is packed into this accessible, engaging volume� Walk in the 
footsteps of those who were lured into such sinister groups as:

• Branch Davidians: This cult was waiting out the apocalypse 
when the FBI infamously raided their compound in Waco, Texas�

• Los Narcosatánicos: This group of drug traffickers in 1980s 
Mexico committed human sacrifice and believed their leader 
had magic powers�

• Breatharianism: Breatharians believe that humans can live on 
air alone, and their founder claimed to have gone without food 
for seventeen years�

• NXIVM: This twenty-first-century cult attracted Hollywood 
actresses and engaged in sex trafficking, forced labor, and rack-
eteering under the guise of personal development seminars�

• Heaven’s Gate: The Heaven’s Gate UFO cult ended in the sui-
cide of thirty-nine members who believed they would ascend to 
a spaceship after death�

In this fascinating collection, weird history expert J� W� Ocker sheds 
light on the terrifying attraction of cults, demonstrating the elasticity 
of belief, the desperateness of belonging, and the tragedy of trust�

J. W. (JASON) OCKER is an Edgar Award win-
ning travel writer, horror novelist, and blogger� His 
previous nonfiction books include Poe-Land, The 
New England Grimpendium and The New York 
Grimpendium, A Season with the Witch, the New York 

Times-reviewed Cursed Objects, and The United States of Cryptids� 
He is the creator of the blog and podcast OTIS: Odd Things I’ve Seen 
(oddthingsiveseen�com)�

From the author of Cursed Objects 
and The United States of Cryptids , an 

astonishing compendium of the 30 most 
infamous, audacious, and dangerous 

cults in history

Subject: 
Religion - Cults  
True Crime - Historical 
Social Science - Freemasonry & Secret 
Societies

Rights Sold:  
World English Audio - Blackstone 
Translation: Traditional Chinese, French, 
and German under negotiation� 
Film/TV: Retained by Author (Sanford J� 
Greenburger Associates)

Publication Date: September 10, 2024

Final PDF Available: Now

ISBN 978-1-68369-412-0

$19�99 USD

51/4 x 8, 272 pages 
2c unjacketed hardcover 

Word Count: Approx� 65,000
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HORRORNONFICTION

The United States of Cryptids 
A Tour of American Myths and Monsters 
By J. W. Ocker

Meet the monsters in our midst, from Bigfoot to Mothman and 
beyond! 

Welcome to the United States of Cryptids*, where mysterious mon-
sters lurk in the dark forests, deep lakes, and sticky swamps of all fifty 
states� From the infamous Jersey Devil to the obscure Snallygaster, 
travel writer and chronicler of the strange J� W� Ocker uncovers the 
bizarre stories of these creatures and investigates the ways in which 
communities embrace and celebrate their local cryptids� Whether 
you believe in Bigfoot or not, this fully illustrated compendium is 
a fun, frightening, fascinating tour through American folklore and 
history, exploring the stories we tell about monsters and what those 
stories say about us�

*Cryptid: A creature some people claim to have seen that has never 
been proven to exist, like the Yeti, Bigfoot, or the Loch Ness Monster�

Cursed Objects 
Strange but True Stories of the World’s Most Infamous Items 
By J. W. Ocker

Beware . . . this book is cursed! These strange but true stories of 
the world’s most infamous items will appeal to true believers as 
well as history buffs, horror fans, and anyone who loves a good 
spine-tingling tale. 

They’re lurking in museums, graveyards, and private homes� Their 
often tragic and always bizarre stories have inspired countless horror 
movies, reality TV shows, novels, and campfire tales� They’re cursed 
objects, and all they need to unleash a wave of misfortune is � � � you� 

Many of these unfortunate items have intersected with some of the 
most notable events and people in history, leaving death and de-
struction in their wake� But never before have the true stories of these 
eerie oddities been compiled into a fascinating and chilling volume�

The United States of Cryptids

Subject: 
Social Science - Folklore & Mythology 
Reference - Curiosities & Wonders 
History - United States - State & Local

ISBN 978-1-68369-322-2

$19�99 USD

5 1/4 x 8, 288 pages 
2c unjacketed hardcover

Cursed Objects

Subject: 
Reference - Curiosities & Wonders 
History - Essays 
Travel - Special Interest - Haunted & 
Unexplained

ISBN 978-1-68369-236-2

$19�99 USD

51/4 x 8, 272 pages 
2c unjacketed hardcover

Word Count: Approx� 50,000

Rights Sold:  
Audio: World English to Tantor 
Translation: Trad� Chinese (Global 
Troup), Estonian (Eesti Raamat), 
French (Dargaud/Cernunnos), Korean 
(Miraetimes), Polish (Kobiece), Russian 
(AST), Slovak (IKAR), Spanish (Planeta/
Luciernaga) 

Film/TV:  Author (Sanford J� 
Greenburger Associates)

Publication Date: September 2020

Final PDF Available: Now

Word Count: Approx� 65,000

Rights Sold:  
Audio: Blackstone

Translation: Korean (KSI), Russian (AST)

Film/TV: Author (Sanford J� Greenburger 
Associates)

Publication Date: October 2022

Final PDF Available: Now

OVER  
40,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER  
35,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!
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You Gotta Eat 
Real-Life Strategies for Feeding Yourself  
When Cooking Feels Impossible 
By Margaret Eby

Delivery is expensive. Eating a spoonful of peanut butter is de-
pressing. You can’t imagine having the energy to chop an onion. 
But somehow, you gotta eat. How does anyone feed themselves 
under these conditions?

Enter You Gotta Eat, a friendly, accessible resource for getting some-
thing on your plate when you have too much on your plate� Part cook-
book, part pep talk, and part action plan, You Gotta Eat offers tips and 
tactics—plus ten “do exactly this” recipes—for making effortless food 
that’s nourishing, tasty, and even a little fun� Choose your current 
energy level and learn important kitchen skills such as the following�

• If you can open a package: Turn instant ramen into a feast

• If you can assemble a plate: Make a cheese board fit for a king

• If you can press a button: Whip up perfect eggs in the micro-
wave

• If you can wield a knife: Turn any leftovers into a hearty cas-
serole

Plus dozens more ideas for living deliciously without impossible effort!

Whether you’re burned-out, depressed, overworked, a new parent, 
living away from home for the first time, or some combination of the 
above, let food editor, classically trained chef, and nacho enthusiast 
Margaret Eby show you how to make your eating experience better—
and easier—in every way�

MARGARET EBY is the deputy food editor for the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, and a former senior editor at 
Food & Wine, MyRecipes, and Extra Crispy� She has 
written for the New York Review of Books, Rolling 
Stone, Vanity Fair, Bon Appetit, the New Yorker, the 

New York Times, and the Los Angeles Times, among other publica-
tions� Her previous book, South Toward Home: Travels in Southern 
Literature, was published by Norton in September 2015� Margaret 
graduated from Barnard College and completed an M�A� in cultural 
reporting and criticism at NYU� She also completed a certificate 
program at the International Culinary Center in 2019�
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13 INTRODUCTION

atable, while also acknowledging that at the end of the day you’re just 
an animal who needs nutrients. The best food is the food you’ll eat, 
but sometimes the food you’re willing to eat can be made just a little 
more fun.

I’m writing this book because it’s one that I wish I had on hand 
countless times. To paraphrase our national poet John Denver, some 
days are croquembouches, others are Triscuits dipped in cream 
cheese. This book is for the latter days. I hope it makes your life a 
little easier, or more flavorful, or simply opens your eyes to the possi-
bility of leftover Doritos crumbs being used as a condiment. After all, 
you don’t have to cook, but you do gotta eat. 
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How to Eyeball 
Measurements

I f you’d rather estimate than deal with measuring 
things, here are a few little tricks that can help you out.

 • 1 teaspoon: roughly the size of the first joint of your 
thumb (from the tip of your thumb to the knuckle)

 • 1 tablespoon: roughly the size of your whole thumb
 • 1 cup: about the size of your fist 
 • 1/4 teaspoon: a pinch of something grasped between 

your thumb and your index finger
If you don’t mind dirtying dishes, but you don’t own or 

can’t bear the thought of digging out specialized measure-
ment utensils, it’s also fine to use a small spoon for a tea-
spoon, a big spoon for a tablespoon, and a regular coffee 
mug for a cup. 

When you guesstimate, use nonstandard equipment, or 
just vibe it out, the measurements won’t be as precise, but 
it won’t matter. None of the recipes in this book—with 
one exception, Two-Ingredient Mug Cake (page 104)— 
require precision. By the same token, don’t worry about 
having slightly more or less of what the recipe specifies. If 
you have a slightly smaller or larger can of chickpeas than 
the one I’m calling for, that’s not a big deal. If a recipe calls 

YouGottaEat_Interior_062424.indd   14YouGottaEat_Interior_062424.indd   14 6/24/24   3:31 PM6/24/24   3:31 PM

19OPEN SOMETHING

bine with dressing and perhaps other stuff, and stir. Behold: lunch. 
Precut veggies (including frozen—let the salad sit for a bit after 

mixing to let the frozen veggies defrost) work just fine here. So do 
bottled dressings, though if you don’t have those you can always use 
the time-honored classic of olive oil, vinegar, salt, and pepper (or, if 
you’re feeling very fancy, the Nora Ephron classic of a tablespoon of 
dijon mustard, a tablespoon of red wine vinegar, and 3 tablespoons of 
olive oil, whisked together with a fork). Try one of these combina-
tions, or get creative! The more comfortable you get in the bean salad 
space, the more you’ll be able to branch out. 

• Chickpeas + cucumbers + cherry or grape tomatoes + tzatziki = 
Greek-ish salad

• Black beans + thawed frozen corn + half jar of salsa + crunched-up 
tortilla chips = nacho salad

• Cannellini beans + pesto + parmesan = sort of Italian bean salad
• Kidney beans + celery + sweet onions + pickle relish = what if a hot 

dog condiment bar was a salad
• Black beans + mashed or chopped-up avocado + lime juice + hot 

sauce or Tajín = what if guacamole was a salad
• Chickpeas, smushed + celery + mayo + dab of dijon mustard = 

tuna salad without tuna
• Great northern beans + leafy greens you need to use up + balsamic 

vinegar + olive oil = classic house salad
• Black-eyed peas + celery + bell peppers + hot sauce + red wine 

vinegar + pinch of sugar/dab of honey/little bit of maple syrup = 
Hoppin’ John–inspired salad

• Edamame + carrot + green onion + ginger dressing = teppanyaki- 
restaurant-inspired salad
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Roll Your Own Bean Salad

I f you’re not sure how to start, let random chance make 
a salad for you. Each category has six options. Roll a 

die, choose an ingredient from each column, and go. (If 
you hate what you rolled, roll again or pick a different 
thing. Dice do not carry the force of law.) 

BEANS 
1. Edamame
2. Chickpeas
3. Pinto beans
4. Black beans 
5. White beans (cannellini, 

great northern, etc.)
6. Black-eyed peas 

VEGETABLES
1. Leafy greens
2. Corn kernels 
3. Avocado
4. Cherry tomatoes 
5. Chopped onion (red, 

white, or green)
6. Bell peppers

DRESSING
1. Olive oil and vinegar 
2. Hot sauce or salsa
3. Pesto or grab-bag green 

sauce (page 115)
4. Green goddess dressing 
5. Lime or lemon juice 
6. Mayonnaise and/or 

mustard

EXTRAS
1. Cheese (parmesan, goat 

cheese, feta, etc.)
2. Crumbled tortilla chips 
3. Nuts or seeds
4. Fresh herbs like parsley 

or cilantro
5. Cooked grains (farro, 

quinoa, etc.)
6. Hard-boiled egg
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Cook 
Something
How to eat when you have the 
wherewithal to fry, slice, chop, 
or mash—but not too much
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D o you have the energy and time to chop, slice, mash, or roast, as 
long as all of those activities are optimized for someone who is 

so, so sleepy? First of all, congratulations, that’s no mean feat. Second, 
welcome, this is the chapter for you. Here are the things that require a 
knife and a skillet or oven, but are still, I promise, really, really easy. 
They are the kind of recipes that give you the afterglow of victory for 
not ordering takeout, but leave a minimum of dishes in your wake, 
come together with minimal effort, and may not require you to go to 
the grocery store even once (in fact, you’ll find some handy tips in 
here for using the leftovers you already have around). We’ve got noo-
dles, we’ve got dumplings, we’ve got fried rice and stir-fry, we’ve got 
the kind of casserole that you can throw together with whatever weird 
things you have knocking around in your freezer and eat for a week.

Eggs Part Two: The Eggening
Slapping an egg on something is a great way to add protein and a gen-
eral sense of pomp and ceremony to something that would otherwise 
just be “leftovers” or “a piece of bread.” If you don’t eat eggs, great 
news—you can skip this section, because there are easy vegan egg 
substitutes that come in a carton and you can just follow the direc-
tions. But if you’re using the kind that come out of a chicken, read on 
to level up your game.
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Outdoor Gourmet 
How to Bring Your Love of Good Food to the Campsite,  
the Backyard, and Beyond 
By Robin Donovan

Getting in touch with nature doesn’t need to mean subsisting 
on energy bars, canned beans, and prepackaged meals. With 
these easy-to-follow recipes, you can use your camp stove or 
fire pit to whip up restaurant-worthy food that will satisfy any 
gourmand.

Toss the trail mix, leave the hot dogs at home, and plan a totally new 
approach to outdoor eating:

• Wake up to banana-pecan French toast cooked on the camp 
stove

• Pack a smoked salmon and wasabi aram sandwich for an on-the-
go hiking lunch

• Relax by the fire with a savory cheese s’mores snack

• Feast under the stars on mustard and rosemary lamb chops and 
roasted beets with citrus dressing

• And cook dozens more delicious recipes right at your campsite!

Outdoor Gourmet includes advice on choosing a camp stove and 
stocking your kitchen-away-from-home, storage strategies for fresh 
foods, and tips for making your new favorite camping meals in a 
traditional kitchen or backyard grill so you can keep vacation going 
all year�

Previously published as Campfire Cuisine, this edition has a fresh new 
look�

ROBIN DONOVAN is a food and travel writer, 
and an experienced camper who has successfully 
experimented with campsite cooking for more than 
20 years� She lives in San Francisco�
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Bring great eating to the great outdoors 
with more than 100 delicious recipes 

you can cook at your campsite—but will 
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Part I

Recipe for a  
Delicious, Gourmet 

Camping Trip
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Gearing Up
You may feel overwhelmed at the thought of equipping a gourmet camp-
ing kitchen, but you’ll be surprised at how easy it is. You probably already 
have most of the items you’ll need, and those you don’t have are easy to 
find. Stock your portable camp kitchen with a few essentials, and you’ll be 
able to cook in the wild almost anything that you cook at home.

You can pack lightly if you plan dishes that use the same preparation 
methods and cookware over the course of your trip. All the recipes in this 
book can be cooked either directly on a grill, wrapped in foil on a grill, or 
in a 2-quart pot or 10-inch skillet on a simple camp stove. (Use these sizes 
for the recipes unless otherwise noted.)

A modest supply of kitchen equipment will be more than sufficient for 
just about any camp cooking. Scour tag sales, flea markets, and thrift 
stores for inexpensive cookware and utensils. Purchase a couple of large 
plastic storage bins to contain everything you need for a camp kitchen so 
that it’s ready to go whenever the urge strikes.
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Must-Have Equipment

Cooler
Plastic cutting board
Sharp knife
Cheese grater (ideally, one with 
small holes to double as a citrus 
zester)

Vegetable peeler (doubles as a 
cheese slicer)

Can/bottle opener
Measuring cups
Measuring spoons
Tongs

Spatula
10-inch skillet with lid (preferably 
nonstick)

2-quart pot with lid
Camp stove and fuel
Plates
Mugs
Spoons, forks, and knives
Lantern
Sponge
Scrubber

Must-Have Supplies

Aluminum foil
Ziplock bags
Dish soap (biodegradable)
Charcoal briquettes
Lighter fluid or a chimney starter 
(unless you’re using fast-lighting 
briquettes)

Firewood

Matches (waterproof/“strike 
anywhere”)

Wooden skewers
Plastic garbage bags
Paper towels
Corkscrew (if you plan to have 
wine on your trip)
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A Few Items That Are Really Nice  
to Have But Not Essential

Headlamp (great for cooking or 
doing dishes after dark!)

Plastic coffee-filter cone and paper 
coffee filters, or a French press (if 
you’re coffee drinkers)

Garlic press

Grilling basket for fish or seafood
Grill rack (place it on top of an 
existing grill, or use it to create 
your own barbecue)

Kitchen shears
Insulated lunch bag

Choosing the Camp Stove  
That’s Right for You

There are dozens of good camping stoves on the market—ranging in price from as low 
as $20 to as much as $200 or more—and virtually any one of them is suitable for the 
recipes in this book. Although plenty of fancier options are available, even the simplest 
stove—nothing more than a burner that screws onto a propane canister—will be suffi-
cient for all the recipes in this book.

So how do you choose which stove is right for you? Three simple questions should 
help you narrow the choices:

1 . 1 . How many people will you be cooking for, and what types of meals will you be 
cooking? Knowing how many people you’ll be serving and how complex the meals 
will be will help you determine what size stove you need. If you’re cooking only 
simple meals for yourself or for yourself and one other person, a single-burner 
stove is probably sufficient. If you’ll regularly be cooking more elaborate meals or 
cooking for a crowd, you may want to look into larger, multiburner stove options.

2 . 2 . What’s the weather going to be like? If you’ll be cooking only in temperate 
weather, just about any stove will do. A stove with windscreens is good in the 
event of windy conditions.

Temperature also affects your choice of fuel. For instance, a butane-fueled stove 
will work only in temperatures of 32°F or above. Pure propane will work down to 
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Dry Humping 
A Guide to Dating, Relating, and Hooking Up Without  
the Booze 
By Tawny Lara

A lighthearted, cheeky, and judgment-free handbook from sober 
sexpert Tawny Lara on how to have better sex, better dates, and 
better partnerships—without relying on alcohol!
In Dry Humping, you will learn how to have better dates, sex, and 
partnerships with tools like:

• Booze-free date ideas

• Scripts for awkward conversations

• Interviews with experts 

• Thought-provoking prompts 

• Perspectives from a diverse range of regular people

• And more!

TAWNY LARA , also known as The Sober Sexpert, 
writes and speaks about alcohol-free sex and 
dating� Her work is featured in Playboy, Men’s 
Health, the Huffington Post, and two essay 
collections: Sex and the Single Woman and  

The Addiction Diaries�

Work It Out 
A Mood-Boosting Exercise Guide for People Who Just Want 
to Lie Down 
By Sarah Kurchak

Frank, funny, and sympathetic, this fitness book offers realistic 
tips, encouragement, and dozens of activity ideas for times 
when exercise is the only thing that will help—and the last thing 
you want to do.

Written by a neurodivergent exercise professional, Work It Out busts 
myths about fitness while providing clear, actionable advice on how 
to:

• Incorporate exercise into your daily life

• Build an adjustable workout plan for both good and bad mental 
health days

• Shake off the messages that say you’re never doing enough

• Set up a workout log that motivates you in exactly the way you 
need

• Celebrate all your achievements, including getting out of bed

• But also get a little exercise in bed, if that’s where you are today

Work It Out meets you where you are—even if you’re lying on the floor�

SARAH KURCHAK is the author of the memoir  
I Overcame My Autism and All I Got Was This Lousy 
Anxiety Disorder and has written about autism and 
mental health for publications including Time, the 
Guardian, and the Toronto Star�
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“Lara’s authentic approach may inspire readers 
to take action to improve their own lives.”  

—Library Journal
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dismissive of well-trodden myths, rules,  

and routines.” 
—Bookpage
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The Sneaky Parent 
Crafty Tactics for Raising Cheerful, 
Cooperative Kids

By David Borgenicht and James Grace

More than 200 clever tips to help stubborn 
kids go to bed, clean their room, take a 
bath, and more—without tears or fights.

DAVID BORGENICHT is a 
New York Times best-selling 
author and the creator of the 
iconic Worst-Case Scenario 
Survival Handbook series� 

JAMES GRACE is the 
coauthor of several books, 
including the New York 
Times bestselling The Worst-
Case Scenario Survival 

Handbook: Golf� 
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Unplug and Play 
The Ultimate Illustrated Guide to 
Roughhousing with Your Kids

By Anthony T. DeBenedet, M.D., and 
Lawrence J. Cohen, Ph.D.

Learn how rough-and-tumble play can 
nurture relationships, lead to closer 
connections, encourage resilience, 
and boost confidence in kids—with 45 
illustrated activities to get you started.

ANTHONY T. DEBENEDET, 
M.D. is a practicing 
physician, behavioral-
science enthusiast, and 
energetic dad�

LAWRENCE COHEN, 
PH.D. is a licensed 
psychologist, author, and 
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By Louis Borgenicht, M.D., and Joe 
Borgenicht, D.A.D.

At last! A beginner’s guide to newborn 
baby technology, complete with step-by-
step instructions, FAQs, and schematics, 
from a board-certified pediatrician and 
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Preparation and
Home Installation

[ Chapter 1 ]

Preparation and Home Installation

Preparing the Home
A newborn baby has limited mobility, so there is no immediate need to

childproof the environment (see page 182). However, it is recommended

that you make the following preparations before the baby’s arrival.

[ 1 ] Finish any home improvement projects well in advance of delivery.

The demands of a newborn can delay the completion of these projects for

years or even decades.

[ 2 ] Adjust and monitor the house temperature. During the first few months

of life, the baby will need help regulating internal temperature. The optimal

home temperature for a newborn is 68–72 degrees Fahrenheit (20–22˚C).

[ 3 ] Clean the home thoroughly. Put objects away when you are finished

with them. Clean the kitchen after meals. The delivery of the baby may be

a surprise. It is helpful to be prepared.

[ 4 ] Increase your food supply. Fill the pantry with dry goods. Accumulate

frozen late-night snacks. Once you own a baby, navigating the aisles of a

grocery store will be infinitely more complicated.

[ 5 ] Pre-cook meals. By cooking meals in advance and freezing them,

you will have an ample source of food that can last for weeks after the

baby’s arrival.

EXPERT TIP: In the final four weeks before the baby’s arrival, never let

the gas tank in the automobile dip below half-full.
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47f L i G h T 

Balboa
Ages: 1 to 3
Difficulty: Easy
Essential Skills: Suspension, Release and Catch 

Honoring Sly Stallone’s famous fist pump in the Rocky movies, this move uses 

suspension to the max. Lift your child over your head by their armpits, then 

let go with your left hand and pump them up even higher by stretching the 

right—locked underneath their armpit—sky-high (“Yo, Adrian!”). When you’re 

at the peak of your pump, make sure your child’s center of gravity is nearly the 

same as yours; otherwise, you risk losing your anchor underneath their armpit. 

They will remain suspended until you slowly lower your arm. As they come 

down, quickly place your left hand underneath their opposite armpit, release 

with your right, and pump back up again. If you’ve been training on the steps 

of the Philadelphia Museum of Art, you can run while your child is suspended 

or release them for a short free flight at the peak of your pump (almost like a 

shot put) before catching them with both hands on their return to earth. 
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The child should hang upside down, as if  
you are an elephant and they are your trunk.
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THE CHALLENGE: 

Get your kId a haIrCut
Most children are afraid of haircuts because they think the process will hurt—

and who can blame them? You see a stranger coming at your head with a pair of 

scissors, and you might be afraid, too. Plus, haircuts require sitting completely 

still for anywhere from ten to thirty minutes. How do you get your little rock star 

to agree to a visit with Vidal Sassoon?

Laying the Groundwork

• Tell your child when you’re going to get your hair cut, as a way to subtly 

teach them that it’s something grown-ups and kids do. Better yet—let them 

come along with you to see how it all works and that it won’t hurt.

• Find a good kid-friendly barber with lots of toys, games, and other 

entertaining items.

• Don’t say you’re going to the barber—learn the barber’s name and say 

you’re going to your friend’s place, calling the barber by name.
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Pretty Sneaky

• Do it yourself—set up a “barber shop” or “salon” in your kitchen. Invite your 

child in for their appointment. Ask them to bring play money with which to 

pay (and to tip) you or let them use real coins. Play fun, kid-friendly music—

let your child pick. Allow them to wet their own hair with a spray bottle 

(don’t scold if they get you wet). Talk throughout the haircut. Tell jokes. Ask 

questions. Start slow—do not give your child an aggressive haircut. Begin 

with a trim. After the haircut, comment repeatedly on what a “big kid” they 

were. Tell your friends. Tell your neighbors. Celebrate the milestone in some 

way.

• Enlist a second adult or older sibling. Use previously mentioned tactics 

but add an element of immobilization. Your child can sit on the adult’s or 

sibling’s lap or in a highchair during the haircut. Have the second adult 

distract them.

• Use a video or a snack or both. (Caution: The snack may get hairy.) Work 

very quickly. Let go of the idea that it all needs to happen in one sitting.  

A haircut may happen over the course of a week.

haIrCuts are Fun
To the tune of “Here Comes the Sun.”

Haircuts are fun 
Little darlin’ 
Haircuts are fun 
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Stuff Every Adult Should Know 
A Pocket-Sized Guide to Grown-Up Know-How, from Taxes  
to Small Talk 
By Alyssa Favreau, Alanna Kalb, and Brett Cohen

Do you ever feel like you missed the day in school where they taught 
you � � � literally everything you were going to need for a successful 
adulthood? How do you iron clothes? Where do friends come from? 
Why are there so many types of insurance? Does everyone else 
already know this stuff, and where did they learn it?

Well, you don’t have to flail around anymore, pretending like you know 
what you’re doing� Here’s the handbook for that day we all missed—
and it fits right into your pocket! Get the background knowledge you 
deserve for life skills like:

• Writing a cover letter that’s confident but not overconfident

• Replacing a button or sewing a hem to rescue old clothes

• Making a budget and sticking to it

• Hosting a party—and making small talk at a party

• Holding a baby, whether it’s yours or someone else’s

• And more!

Featuring handy tips, tricks, and techniques collected from the best-
selling Stuff series, Stuff Every Adult Should Know is the adulthood 
101 we’ve been waiting for!

The Stuff Every Adult Should Know team includes confirmed adults 
Brett Cohen, Alyssa Favreau, and Alanna Kalb, who previously con-
tributed their expertise as (variously) men, women, graduates, and 
parents to the series�

Each volume in the Stuff series tells you everything you should know 
to navigate life’s key topics, trends, and milestones� From telling jokes, 
cooking vegetarian, or tending a garden to getting through college, 
planning a wedding, or becoming a grandparent, you’ll find all the 
answers in this concise but comprehensive pocket-sized package�

A pocket guide to all the adult stuff 
you’re expected to know (but that 

nobody ever explains)—from paying your 
taxes to changing a tire to making new 

friends.

Subject: 
Self-Help - Personal Growth - Success 
Reference - Personal & Practical Guides 
House & Home - Reference

Rights: 
Audio: Available from Quirk 
Translation: Available from Quirk 
Film/TV:  Available from Quirk

Publication Date: April 1, 2025

Final PDF Available: November 2024

Sample Manuscript Available:  
September 2024

ISBN 978-1-68369-479-3

$10�99 USD

31/2 x 53/4, 144 pages 
2c unjacketed hardcover

ABOUT THE SERIES
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Tiny Pep Talks 
Bite-Size Encouragement for Life’s Annoying, Stressful,  
and Flat-Out Lousy Moments 
By Paula Skaggs and Josh Linden

Anybody can tell you “You can do it!” before the big job inter-
view, or before you walk down the wedding aisle, or before you 
head out onto the field to make the game-winning kick at the 
Super Bowl. But what about the other 99.99 percent of stuff you 
do? 

That’s where Tiny Pep Talks comes in� Comedians Paula Skaggs and 
Josh Linden are rooting for you, and they’re here to cheerlead you 
through your everyday challenges� You’ll find specific, constructive, 
and—most of all—very funny motivation for:

• Parallel parking (cars just weren’t meant to go sideways!)

• Sending a scary email (if you died and came back as a ghost, 
wouldn’t it suck if this was your unfinished business?)

• Doing your taxes (just round to the nearest dollar! The IRS could 
never be mad at you—not with a face like that)

• Getting through a breakup (did you know the grocery store will 
sell you a cake on any day for any reason?)

• Remembering that all your friends are not secretly mad at you 
(they’re busy worrying all their friends are secretly mad at them)

• � � � and many more everyday situations that would benefit from a 
motivational speech!

If you’re going through it, have ever gone through it, or will maybe 
go through it in the future, let Tiny Pep Talks give you the boost you 
need�

PAULA SKAGGS and JOSH LINDEN are Chicago-
based writers, comedians, cocreators of the game 
No Wrong Answers: Cards for Better Conversations, 
and cohosts of Being Earnest  
(A Very Sincere Podcast)�

Two comedians offer hilarious 
encouragement for your most  

mundane struggles.

Subject: 
Humor - Form - Parodies 
Self-Help - Affirmations 
Health & Fitness - Mental Health

Rights: 
Audio: Available from Quirk 
Translation: Available from Quirk 
Film/TV:  Authors (Levine Greenberg 
Rostan)

Publication Date: November 19, 2024

Final PDF Available: Now

ISBN 978-1-68369-444-1

$14�99 USD

41/4 x 6, 176 pages 
4c unjacketed hardcover 

Word Count: Approx� 30,000

You 
at

Home
Being home is GREAT. That place has 
everything: Your favorite spatula!  

Your bed! Your second-favorite spatula! 
But it’s also filled with a slew of  
potential pitfalls. Whatever you  
encounter, we’ve got you covered.
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For When It’s Terrible  
Outside but Your Dog  

Needs to Pee

We hate to say it, friend, but you signed up for this.
There’s lots of pets that don’t need your supervision 

to relieve themselves. Cats pee in a box indoors. Horses 
are presumably already outside. And we’re pretty sure 
snakes don’t need to go anywhere special to take a leak 
(though it’s not clear how they pee, and we refuse to 
learn, thank you very much).

But no, you had to have a dog, didn’t you? And that 
means you’re as committed to the cause as a veteran 
postal service worker—neither snow nor rain nor heat 
nor gloom of night will stop these canines from needing 
to visit the piss palace.

We all know what’s going to happen. Ol’ Fido is going 
to be so excited when you grab the leash. And then, when 
you open the door, he’ll realize it’s terrible out there. He’ll 
look up at you with those big, watery eyes and wordlessly 
ask, “Us? Out there? Must we?” like it was your idea to go 
outside in the first place.

But as much as you both don’t want to leave your warm, 
dry, IKEA-furnished home, you’re gonna march into that 
storm together. Why? Because your dog is worth it. (And 

42
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You & 
Other 

People:
STRANGERS & 

ACQUAINTANCES

There’s a reason the TOY STORY 
producers scrapped their song “You’ve 

Got a Casual Acquaintance in Me.” While 
people you kinda know can be great, they 

can also be a Minesweeper board of 
sticky situations. We’re here to help.

TinyPepTalks_interior_062424.indd   67TinyPepTalks_interior_062424.indd   67 6/24/24   3:41 PM6/24/24   3:41 PM

For When It’s Time to  
Get Off the Couch  

and Go to Bed

Okay, buster—the jig is up.
It’s past your bedtime, yet here you are: on the couch, 

barely awake, with no intention of getting up and going 
to bed.

This is a classic case of Newton’s first law of motion: 
objects at rest stay on the couch. We have a suspicion 
that you’re scrolling on your phone while somehow also 
mindlessly watching a show you’ve already lost interest 
in, simply because the gravitational pull of the couch is 
too strong. So you need to make getting up and into bed 
as easy as possible.

Here’s what you’re going to do (and what we’re confi-
dent you can do): get up and go to bed.

And here’s what you’re not going to do (and what we’re 
confident you wouldn’t have done anyway): anything else 
beyond that.

Too tired to wash your face? We’ll worry about it to-
morrow! Don’t want to brush your teeth? Molars aren’t 
that useful anyway! Too sleepy to put on PJs? Your jeans 
are plenty comfy!

20
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also because otherwise they’ll pee all over your POÄNG 
chair.)

At the end of the (very wet) day, going out in terrible 
weather is a small price to pay for what you’re getting out 
of this relationship. In return for being present (and mak-
ing direct and unflinching eye contact) during all of their 
bowel movements, you’re getting constant unconditional 
love from an extremely photogenic and hilariously eager 
best friend. Plus, unlike human best friends, your dog 
is (presumably) never going to ask for the complicated 
stuff, like lending them money or asking your opinion 
on their current romantic partner or questioning if this 
haircut looks good on them. Soggy shoes aside, that’s a 
great deal!

So get out there—together—and know that even if you 
both come back sopping wet, this is so much better than 
having to worry about how a snake might pee. (Is it from 
the tail???)

R. I. P.

honk!

43
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For When You’re Going  
to a Party and You Only  

Know One Person

Maybe going to a party where you only know one person 
is your dream, you majestic social butterfly. But maybe 
you’re planning to strategically position yourself next to 
the chip bowl all night so that instead of making small 
talk, you can spend a few hours anxiously stuffing fistfuls 
of Harvest Cheddar Sun Chips into your mouth. While 
that’s honestly not a bad strategy, you deserve better.

First off, can we say: you look great. That outfit? On 
point. Your hair? In its ideal form. Your scent? Inoffensive. 
If we were at this party, we’d be psyched to get to meet 
you. And we bet everyone else is going to feel that way, 
too.

Before you walk in, remember that whoever invited 
you to this party must really like you, and they think every-
one else is going to like you, too. People don’t get invited 
to parties by accident—they get invited because they’re 
smart, funny, and interesting. And that’s you, baby!

The worst-case scenario is that you’re going to spend 
a couple of hours being nice to some strangers. You’re 
gonna have to nod politely at some lame jokes, you’re 
gonna have to answer the question “Sooo .  .  . what do 

68
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Goblin Mode 
How to Get Cozy, Embrace Imperfection, and  
Thrive in the Muck� 
By McKayla Coyle

Do you ever feel strange, gross, chaotic, underappreciated, or like you 
don’t quite fit in? Great news: you might be a goblin! That means your 
imperfections and idiosyncrasies are the most awesome things about 
you, and you can build a more harmonious life by accepting and 
honoring them—taking inspiration from the frogs, fungi, moss, rocks, 
and dirt that goblins love�

Goblin Mode includes life advice for celebrating physical and mental 
diversity, rejecting prejudice, and generally hanging on to a little joy� 
Can a mushroom give you fashion tips? Can a snail teach you to be a 
happier person? You bet they can—and in this book you’ll also learn 
to:

• Create a moss garden for your lair

• Grow and use medicinal plants

• Forage for berries (even in the city)

• Mend your cozy sweaters

• Display your cool rock collection

• And more!

Featuring 25 whimsical illustrations by Marian Churchland, Goblin 
Mode will help you rethink your relationship with your self, your home, 
your community, and the earth�

MCKAYLA COYLE (they/them) is a lesbian writer from Anchorage, 
Alaska� They’re the engagement editor for Literary Hub, and they 
hold an MFA in fiction from the New School� In their free time they 
read fantasy novels and make a lot of jam�

Embrace your inner goblin! Learn to 
decorate, dress, craft, forage, and live 
according to the goblin principles of 

community, diversity, and joyful mess.

“For readers who think Marie Kondo  
is too spare and hygge is too cute,  

Goblin Mode could be the lifestyle 
they’re looking for.”

—BOOKLIST

Subject: 
Self-Help - Personal Growth - 
Happiness 
Self-Help - Green Lifestyle 
House & Home - Sustainable Living

 

ISBN 978-1-68369-353-6

$17�99 USD 

5½ x 7½, 208 pages 
2c hardcover

Rights Sold: Audio (Blackstone), 
Chinese-S (CTPH), Chinese-T 
(Mangrove), Polish (Insignis), Spanish 
(Obelisco)

Publication Date: June 2023

OVER  
20,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!
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Featuring 70 watercolor illustrations, 
this totally adorable gift of a book 
offers wisdom and insight from a 
delightfully unexpected source:  

the opossum.

ALSO AVAILABLE:
Possums Are Not Cute!

When in Doubt, Play Dead 
Life Advice from an Unexpected Source 
By Ally Burguieres

Shy, resourceful, and deeply misunderstood yet thoroughly relatable, 
opossums offer a model for seeing the world—and oneself—in an 
entirely fresh way� 

Written and illustrated by Ally Burguieres, creator of the popular 
Instagram account @ItsMeSesame, who spends her days as a wildlife 
rehabber caring for and learning from opossums, When in Doubt, 
Play Dead offers encouragement to embrace life’s weird, wild, and 
wonderful moments�

Learn to live your life the opossum way with advice including the 
following:

• The difference between a weed and a flower is often a matter of 
taste�

• It’s nobody’s business what’s in your pouch� Unless you’ve got 
snacks in there� In which case, you should share�

• A bit of risk is part of life� Cross that street, but ALWAYS look 
both ways beforehand�

• Smile! Unless someone tells you to, in which case you are well 
within your rights to scream�

• And more�

With kindness and humor, this enchanting book of life advice will 
surprise, inspire, and charm you�

ALLY BURGUIERES is a wildlife rehabber and the creator of the 
viral Sesame the Opossum website and social media accounts, 
home of the internet’s most beloved opossums� In addition to 
wrangling opossums, she owns Cocoally (an animal-themed 
boutique) and Gallery Burguieres (a gallery of her artwork) in New 
Orleans� She is also the author of Possums Are Not Cute! (and Other 
Myths)�

Subject: 
Humor - Topic - Animals  
Nature - Animals - Wildlife 
Self-Help - Affirmations

 

ISBN 978-1-68369-384-0

$12�99 USD 

5 x 6, 128 pages 
4c hardcover

 

Rights Sold: German (PRH/
Wunderraum), Italian (Armenia), 
Serbian (Vulkan)

Publication Date: October 2023
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12,000 
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The Worst-Case Scenario 
Survival Handbook: Apocalypse
By Joshua Piven and David Borgenicht

The doomsday clock is seconds from midnight� Extinction-level dan-
gers draw closer with every tick� But fear not! Here is an indispens-
able guide to preparing for and surviving the ultimate in worst-case 
scenarios, with humor to lighten the load� You can’t panic if you’re 
laughing�

Dozens of survival experts provide illustrated, step-by-step instruc-
tions on:

• How to Pack a Go Bag in Thirty Minutes

• How to Make Your Bunker Feel Like Home

• How to Survive an Alien Invasion

• How to Defeat a Robot Uprising

• How to Survive the Next Pandemic

• How to Fend Off a Hostile Clan

• How to Eat Insects and Rodents

• How to Rebuild a Utopian Society

You’ve gotten this far� Don’t let zombies take you out�

JOSH PIVEN has been chased by knife-wielding motorcycle ban-
dits (he escaped); stranded on a chairlift during a howling blizzard 
(he was rescued); and torn both his rotator cuffs (he had surgery)� 
He lives in Philadelphia� 

DAVID BORGENICHT has ridden in heavily armored vehicles in 
Pakistan, stowed away on Amtrak, been conned by a grifter, and 
“repurposed” mini-bottles from the drink cart on Delta� He lives in 
Philadelphia, and is the founder of Quirk Books�

Subject: 
Self-Help - Safety & Security - Survival 
& Emergency Preparedness 
Reference - Personal & Practical 
Guides 
Humor - Form - Parodies 

ISBN 978-1-68369-355-0

$18�99 USD 

5 x 7, 272 pages,  
2c hardcover with rounded corners

Rights Sold: Audio (Blackstone), 
Translation: Simplified Chinese (Beijing 
Lightbooks), Dutch (Pluim), Japanese 
(Bunkyosha), Spanish (Anaya), 
Norwegian (Måken) Thai (WeLearn) 
Film/TV: Available from Quirk

 

Publication Date: October 2023

It’s the apocalypse—now what? Prepare for 
the end of civilization with the help of the 
world’s best-selling survival guide series 
and learn how to pick yourself up, dust 

yourself off, and start all over again.

“[The Worst-Case Scenario Survival Handbook: 
Apocalypse] might make you actually look forward 
to the end of the world” 
—Esquire

OVER  
15,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!
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ISBN 978-1-45217-218-7

$16�95 USD

5 x 7, 256 pages,  
2c hardcover

Publication Date: May 2019

Active Rights Sold: Chinese-S, 
Chinese-T, Dutch, Hebrew, Italian, 
Japanese, Russian, Serbian, Spanish, 
Swedish, Thai

The Worst-Case Scenario 
Survival Handbook 
Expert Advice for Extreme Situations 
By Joshua Piven and David Borgenicht 

Danger! It lurks at every corner� Quicksand� Sharks� Cyberbullies� 
Super Flu� From wrestling an alligator to evading drones to landing 
an airplane if the pilot passes out, The Worst-Case Scenario Survival 
Handbook is here to help with expert, illustrated, step-by-step in-
structions for the best ways to tackle life’s sudden turns for the worse�

Needed now more than ever, this revised and expanded edition of 
the international bestseller delivers frightening and funny real advice 
readers need to know fast, from extreme weather and “fake news” to 
dropping a cell phone in the bathroom toilet�

JOSHUA PIVEN has been chased by knife-wielding motorcycle 
bandits (he escaped); stranded on a chairlift during a howling 
blizzard (he was rescued); and torn both his rotator cuffs (he had 
surgery)� He lives in Philadelphia� 

DAVID BORGENICHT has ridden in heavily-armored vehicles in 
Pakistan, stowed away on Amtrak, been conned by a grifter, and 
“repurposed” mini-bottles from the drink cart on Delta� He lives in 
Philadelphia, and is the founder of Quirk Books�

Our Worst-Case Scenario is your Best-Case Scenario

IN OVER 25 

LANGUAGES 

WORLDWIDE!

NOW A 

MAJOR 

MUSEUM 

EXHIBITION

Ask for the full Worst-Case Scenario rights guide covering over 30 titles in this best-selling series!

OVER  
225,000
COPIES 
SOLD!
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2c hardcover

Publication Date: May 2019

Active Rights Sold: Chinese-S, Chinese-T, 
Dutch, Hebrew, Italian, Japanese, Russian, 
Serbian, Spanish, Swedish, Thai



TO REGISTER INTEREST: rights@quirkbooks.com16

HORRORNONFICTION

Horror for Weenies 
Everything You Need to Know About the Films You’re Too 
Scared to Watch 
By Emily C. Hughes

You don’t have to miss out just because you don’t like to be fright-
ened! Stop trying to read nonsensical Wikipedia plot summaries (we 
know you’re doing it), and let an expert tell you everything you need 
to know about the most influential horror films of the past 60 years—
without a single jump scare or a drop of gore�

With a rundown of the history and significance of horror cinema, 
explanations of common tropes, and detailed entries on 25 import-
ant movies ranging from Night of the Living Dead to The Blair Witch 
Project to Get Out, Horror for Weenies will turn even the scarediest of 
cats into a confident connoisseur� 

Each entry includes:

• A detailed plot summary, with enough jokes that it won’t freak 
you out

• Smart, illuminating analysis of the film’s themes and cultural 
significance 

• Descriptions of iconic scenes you definitely do not want to  
look at 

• Talking points for impressing even the biggest scary-movie buffs

Horror for Weenies is the first installment in the Outsider’s Guide 
series, which offers highly readable crash courses in major cultural 
phenomena, so you can catch the references and understand the big 
deal� Never get left out of a conversation again!

EMILY HUGHES is the former editor of Unbound Worlds and 
TorNightfire�com, and writes the horror newsletter Jump Scares� She 
has written about horror, books, and culture for the New York Times, 
Vulture, Tor�com, Electric Literature, Thrillist, and more� She lives in 
crunchy western Massachusetts with her husband and four idiot 
cats�

A SMART, FUNNY CRASH COURSE IN 25 ICONIC 
HORROR MOVIES, FROM PSYCHO TO HEREDITARY, 
FOR PEOPLE WHO LOVE GETTING THE REFERENCE 

BUT HATE BEING SCARED.

“Hughes presents a book best described as a 
conversation with a horror-fan bestie. With horror’s 
popularity, this accessible, entertaining, and 
informative book will be in high demand.”
—Library Journal ,    starred review

“A welcoming, joyous guide to the terror, allure, and 
healing power of my favorite genre.”
—Hailey Piper, Bram Stoker Award–winning author of Queen of Teeth 
and All the Hearts You Eat

Subject: 
Performing Arts - Film - Genres - Horror 
Performing Arts - Film - Guides & 
Reviews 
Humor - Topic - Celebrity & Popular 
Culture

ISBN 978-1-68369-425-0

$17�99 USD 

51/2 x 71/2, 272 pages 
2c paperback

Word Count: Approx� 60,000

Rights Sold:  
Audio: World English Audio to Tantor 
Translation: Available from Quirk 
Film/TV:  Available from Quirk
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Final PDF Available: Now
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Movies With Balls 
The Greatest Sports Films of All Time, Analyzed and Illustrated 
By Kyle Bandujo and Rick Bryson

If you’re the kind of fan who cheers every single time you watch 
Rocky beat Drago, or remembers who said “Be the ball, Danny” and “If 
you build it, he will come,” this is the book for you�

Movies with Balls celebrates and analyzes more than two dozen of 
the greatest sports films of all time� You’ll be transported into fictional 
arenas, stadiums, gyms, fields, and golf courses to relive the climactic 
moments from:

• The Natural

• Field of Dreams

• Teen Wolf

• The Karate Kid

• She’s the Man

• The Waterboy

• Bend It like Beckham

• Creed

• And many more!

Illustrated with fictional ticket stubs, trading cards, playmaps, and 
more, Movies with Balls brings to life the iconic films and characters 
that we love and admire—just as much as we love our real-world 
sports and athletic heroes—letting us cheer them on, again and 
again�

KYLE BANDUJO is a writer and podcaster, and is the 
host/producer of Big Screen Sports: The Sports Movie 
Podcast� He lives in San Antonio, Texas� 

RICK BRYSON has worked as an art director and 
graphic designer for more than twenty years� He lives in 
Greenville, South Carolina�

FEATURING ORIGINAL ILLUSTRATIONS OF FANTASY 

MEMORABILIA, TICKET STUBS, AND PLAYMAPS, 

MOVIES WITH BALLS WILL MAKE YOU WANT TO 

REWATCH THE MOVIES YOU ALREADY LOVE, AND 

DISCOVER GEMS YOU’VE NEVER SEEN. PLAY BALL!

B U L L  D U R H A M   |   1 7

THE MOVIE 
You don’t have to be a former minor league baseball player to make a great 

baseball movie, but it sure as hell doesn’t hurt. In his 1988 classic baseball film 

Bull Durham, writer, director, and former Orioles farmhand Ron Shelton brought 

the bus leagues to the big screen. A season with the then Class A Durham Bulls of 

the Carolina League served as the backdrop for the tale of an aging minor league 

catcher mentoring a naive young pitcher—and the woman between them.

Shelton’s baseball career breathed authenticity into the movie. The actors, 

led by Kevin Costner (who played the affable veteran backstop Crash Davis), 

spoke and carried themselves like real ballplayers. Watching decades later, you 

still feel like you’re inside a minor league locker room actually witnessing a 

manager call his cowering team a bunch of lollygaggers while standing in the 

shower.

THE GAME
There’s an old baseball adage: you can’t score every inning if you don’t score 

in the first one, and Bull Durham puts up a crooked number with Ebby Calvin 

“Nuke” LaLoosh’s (Tim Robbins) professional debut game to open the film. 

Annie Savoy (Susan Sarandon) opens the film by delivering a monologue about 

the “Church of Baseball,” then strolling into Durham Athletic Park to watch the 

professional debut of Durham’s $100,000 bonus baby and right-hand pitcher.

Bull Durham relies more on moments than full games, but it’s Nuke’s debut 

game which sets up our premise: million-dollar arm, ten-cent head.

THE BREAKDOWN
At this early point in the film, Costner’s Davis hasn’t shown up yet—this game 

is the LaLoosh show. Fresh off inking a six-figure signing bonus (presumably 

with Atlanta, as Durham was a Braves farm club at the time), Nuke doesn’t take 

his first start seriously. Robbins plays him perfectly—as a cheerful man-child 
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walking through life without a care in the world because things always work out 

for him—and he doesn’t often think deeply enough to care anyway.

After eschewing his pregame bullpen warm-up in favor of pregame locker 

room coitus, he assures his less-than-amused manager that he’s good to go. 

It’s a mark of perfection from Shelton—one of the small aspects of authenticity 

peppered throughout the film highlighting its grasp of baseball. Of course Nuke 

thinks he’s good to go—he’s just spent the last four years of high school watching 

future accountants and salespeople cower when facing his heat.

To Nuke’s credit, folks still cower at his heat, even in pro ball. The problem is 

it’s not just the hitters. Fans, the broadcast team, and even mascots can become 

collateral damage with LaLoosh on the mound. It’s a wild pitch mash-up, made 

even funnier by how Robbins throws a baseball. Costner looks like a seasoned 

pro, while Robbins throws as if someone asked a baby deer to paint the corners. 

In a movie littered with perfection, even the not-so-perfect Robbins seemed to 

work, well, perfectly. Of course, the young, eccentric guy who boinked a fan in 

the locker room pregame would throw like a bit of a weirdo.

Nuke manages to not leave his fastball in a “piece of ass,” but he does leave it 

everywhere else in Durham Athletic Park. Eighteen walks and eighteen strikeouts 

later, Durham manager Joe “Skip” Riggins (Trey Wilson) sits in his office, looking 

as if he’d just seen God. Although Nuke’s performance would’ve likely made 

real-life Durham management double their protective netting budget, LaLoosh 

was also mowing down hitters. Sitting down opposing batters with such force is 

essential—we know right away if Nuke can harness his stuff, he’s going to have 

the world on a string, but if he can’t, he’s going to break more ribs than a pork 

butcher.

The game itself isn’t crucial in the grand scheme of baseball—early-season 

A-ball games rarely are—but it’s a flawless jumping-off point for the movie. With 

little more than a handful of wild pitches, some apologetic cringing, and his 

manager’s postgame evaluation, we learn some essential details about Nuke:

His right arm is exceptional, potentially one of a kind. That his last five 

pitches were faster than the first five (especially considering the number of 

pitches thrown) is Herculean. Any pitch delivered by that right arm could 

damage property or person.

In generous terms, Nuke was kinda dumb—but just young guy dumb, not 
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The Durham Bulls probably played the Hagerstown Suns in 1988, but this ticket stub 
is completely fictional. This game never happened except in the movies. The design 
was based on ticket stubs from the mid-1980s and we included the “Hit Bull, Win 
Steak” graphic to reference the promotion invented for the movie. Mitch’s Bar was 
also created just for the film, though scenes in the fictitious bar were shot at the real 
Mitch’s Tavern located in Raleigh, North Carolina.
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For some, playing catch is therapeutic—the rhythmic movements, the 

satisfying pop of ball hitting leather. Each toss back and forth between estranged 

father and son repairs, every secured catch says what a thousand words could 

never. Field of Dreams reminds us that time is precious and to treasure the small 

moments, because one day, good relationship or not, there won’t be any more 

games of catch. Sappy and sentimental by design, the film ending with Ray and 

John silently playing catch is a premier sports movie happy-cry moment.

It’s never shown in the 
film, but Terrence Mann 
tells Ray that when 
people come they’ll “pass 
over money without even 
thinking about it.” This 
system can only go so 
far, so we imagine the 
Kinsellas would have 
eventually printed some 
tickets to hand out to 
their guests and probably 
would have based the 
design on vintage tickets 
from Ebbets Field, like  
we did.
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GAME MVP: SHOELESS JOE
We’re left to presume that the architect behind the field, the ghostly all-star 

games, and this touching father-son reunion is the long-dead, banned-from-

baseball star Shoeless Joe Jackson, played by the late legend Ray Liotta—who 

followed up Field of Dreams with a little movie called Goodfellas. It’s still hard 

to shake the feeling that whenever Liotta smiles or laughs in Field of Dreams, 

someone around him will get whacked.

Throughout the film, this man proves to be a jack of all trades. Dead for 

decades, Jackson still crushes a baseball, nearly knocking Ray and his dad jeans 

off the mound with a line drive in his first batting practice session (the pop in 

Jackson’s swing makes up for the fact that Liotta swings right-handed and the 

real-life Jackson swung left-handed). He also has a way with words, both his brief 

ghostly demands (“If you build it, he will come.”) and his beautiful monologue 

on how much he loves baseball (“I’d play it for nothing.”). Shoeless Joe recruits 

like Nick Saban, grabbing a full game’s worth of ghosts, with enough talent on 

the field that he can tell a Hall of Famer (and notorious terrible person) like Ty 

Cobb to kick rocks. And Joe knows exactly what to say to a nervous rookie after a 

brushback pitch.

Most importantly, though, he delivers the reprise that sets off the most tearful 

game of baseball movie catch in existence with “If you build it, he will come,” 

giving Ray the closure with his father for which he’s always yearned. While 

Shoeless Joe wasn’t the “he” we thought he was when Liotta showed up in Ray’s 

cornfield, he certainly was the MVP.

Also, it’s fun to think of John Kinsella getting back to cornfield Heaven and 

having Joe and his other ghost teammates huddled around like gossipy middle 

schoolers saying, “Soooo, how’d it go with Ray?”

HONORABLE MENTION: The “People will come, Ray” speech, Kleenex.
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HORRORNONFICTION

The Darcy Myth
Jane Austen, Literary Heartthrobs, and the Monsters  
They Taught Us to Love
By Rachel Feder

Covering cultural touchstones ranging from Normal People to 
Taylor Swift and from Lord Byron to The Bachelor, The Darcy 
Myth is a book for anyone who loves thinking deeply about 
literature and culture—whether it’s Jane Austen or not.

You already know Mr� Darcy—at least you think you do! The brooding, 
rude, standoffish romantic hero of Pride and Prejudice, Darcy initially 
insults and ignores the witty heroine, but eventually succumbs to 
her charms� It’s a classic enemies-to-lovers plot, and one that has 
profoundly influenced our cultural ideas about courtship� But what if 
this classic isn’t just a grand romance, but a horror novel about how 
scary love and marriage can be for women?

In The Darcy Myth, literature scholar Rachel Feder unpacks Austen’s 
Gothic influences and how they’ve led us to a romantic ideal that’s 
halfway to being a monster story� Why is our culture so obsessed with 
cruel, indifferent romantic heroes (and sometimes heroines)? How 
much of that is Darcy’s fault? And, now that we know, what do we do 
about it?

RACHEL FEDER is an associate professor of English 
and literary arts at the University of Denver, where 
she regularly ruins Pride and Prejudice for her 
students (but in a fun way!)� Her work on the Gothic 
and nineteenth-century British literature includes 

the book Harvester of Hearts: Motherhood Under the Sign of 
Frankenstein and the Norton Library Edition of Dracula, which she 
edited� Her poetry and prose have appeared widely�

“An entertaining and thought-provoking ride.” 
—The New Republic

“Feder’s study is a readable, entertaining 
contemporary analysis that is suitable for students 
new to Austen’s work and for discussion groups 
looking for a fresh approach to many readers’ favorite 
novel.”
—Library Journal,    starred review

A USA TODAY Bestseller

Subject: 
Literary Criticism - Modern - 19th Century  
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Literary Criticism - Subjects & Themes - 
Women

ISBN 978-1-68369-357-4
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 “A wildly entertaining read.”
—Washington Post
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Taylor Swift by the Book
The Literature Behind the Lyrics, from Fairy Tales to  
Tortured Poets
By Rachel Feder

Let a literature professor and a musical theater artist guide 
you through the Taylor Swift canon—from Shakespeare to the 
Brontë sisters to Daphne du Maurier!

• Learn what “New Romantics” has to do with the old Romantics

• Get to know the Gothic monsters haunting Midnights

• Spot Taylor’s many Great Gatsby references

• Discover what Taylor Swift and Emily Dickinson have in common

• And find your new favorite tortured poet!

With full-color illustrations highlighting the literary eras of Dr� Swift 
(yes, she has an honorary Ph�D�), it’s a perfect gift for the Swiftie in 
your life� 

Packed with fun facts, entertaining analysis, and literary-themed 
playlists that fans will love, Taylor Swift by the Book will turn anyone 
from a Taylor Swift lover into a Taylor Swift scholar�

RACHEL FEDER holds a Ph�D� in English from the University of 
Michigan and is an associate professor of English and literary arts at 
the University of Denver� She is the author of The Darcy Myth: Jane 
Austen, Literary Heartthrobs, and the Monsters They Taught Us to 
Love; Harvester of Hearts: Motherhood Under the Sign of Franken-
stein; and Birth Chart, a poetry collection� 

TIFFANY TATREAU is an actor, singer, educator, and writer born and 
raised in Southern California� She has starred in various musicals at 
theaters across the country in Chicago, Atlanta, New York City, and 
more� 

From Robert Frost’s road not taken on her debut 

album to Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s albatross on 

The Tortured Poets Department, Taylor Swift’s 

lyrics are f illed with literary connections.

Make sure you’re catching them all with this 

expert guide to the novels, poems, and plays that 

inf luence her songwriting.
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Bildungsroman Era
“This is the way we were: in our growing up and in our marrying and in 
our living and in our dying.”—Thornton Wilder

What does it take to make a hero—or heroine? A bildungsroman—
from the German for formation novel—tells the story of a protagonist 
growing up, finding her place in the world, and receiving her education. 
Sometimes things don’t go so well for her—but once in a blue moon, a 
heroine steps into her power. Whether she’s crooning about breaking 
curfew or having her young heart broken, those lessons can help her 
find her main character energy—and become a star.
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Taylor Swift

G rowing up is hard to do, and Taylor Swift knows it. Her de-
but album, Taylor Swift, is a coming-of-age story, chronicling 

a young heroine’s quest for love and the fulfillment of her purpose. 
Our favorite teenage protagonist introduces herself as a misfit with the 
odds stacked against her, but with an undeniable gift inside that she 
must learn to wield to change the world and achieve self-actualization. 
If this sounds familiar, maybe you’ve been between the ages of twelve 
and sixteen. This album offers a snapshot of what it can feel like to live 
in that moment. Or maybe you’ve read some classic coming-of-age 
stories—The Catcher in the Rye or To Kill a Mockingbird or On the Road 
in high school, a smattering of Goethe or Flaubert or Defoe in college, 
or, let’s be real, almost any contemporary YA novel.

The typical English curriculum is awash in coming-of-age stories 
in which a young protagonist must learn to access their own strength 
and individuality in the face of an often indifferent world. Swift draws 
from that tradition, and from that reading list, to infuse her lyrics with 
significance—this isn’t just an album, it’s a quest of self-discovery!—
without sacrificing authentic vulnerability.

Swift’s debut album gives us a full-blown country production, 
including the requisite fiddle, banjo, earnest twang, and scenes of 
American nostalgia with pickup trucks on dirt back roads. These are 
the roots of her album persona: the girl sitting alone at a lunch table 
and crushing on a guy who never looks her way. She is eagerly asserting 
her dreams with the unquestioning faith that can only come with being 
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Motif Playlist 

Coming of Age

Taylor Swift has several images, ideas, and themes that recur 
throughout her corpus, and we think the most fun way to appreciate 
these motifs is through themed playlists.

The coming-of-age motif keeps showing up way beyond Swift’s 
debut album. Near the beginning of the Eras Tour, Swift handed off 
her classic silver-sequined guitar and asked the crowd, “Are you 
ready to go back to high school with me?” We know very few people 
who actually want to go back to high school—and yet the crowd, 
almost involuntarily, always gave a resounding “Yes!”

Want to go down a high school memory lane of your own? Here’s 
our playlist.

 * “A Place in This 
World”
 * “Our Song”
 * “Fifteen”
 * “You Belong with Me”
 * “Miss Americana and 
the Heartbreak Prince”
 * “betty”
 * “cardigan”
 * “august”
 * “Tim McGraw”

 * “It’s Nice to Have a 
Friend”
 * “Mary’s Song (Oh My 
My My)”
 * “Suburban Legends”
 * “’tis the damn season”
 * “dorothea”
 * “Down Bad”
 * “So High School”
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HORRORFICTION

Such a Bad Influence
By Olivia Muenter 

Hazel Davis is drifting: she’s stalled in her career, living in a city she 
hates, and less successful than her younger sister, @evelyn, a  
mega-popular lifestyle influencer� Evie came of age online, having 
gone viral at five years old for a heart-tugging daddy-daughter 
dance� Ten years older and spotlight-averse, Hazel managed to dodge 
the family YouTube channel—so although she can barely afford her 
apartment, at least she made her own way�

Evie is eighteen now, with a multimillion-dollar career and unlimit-
ed opportunities, but Hazel is still protective of her little sister and 
skeptical of the way everyone seems to want a piece of her: Evie’s 
followers, her YouTuber boyfriend and influencer frenemies, and their 
opportunistic mother� So when Evie disappears one day—during an 
unsettling live stream that cuts out midsentence—Hazel is horrified to 
have her worst instincts proven right�

As theories about Evie’s disappearance tear through the internet, in-
spiring hashtags, Reddit threads, podcast episodes, and scorn, Hazel 
throws herself into the darkest parts of her sister’s world to untangle 
the threads of truth� After all, Hazel knows Evie better than anyone 
else � � � doesn’t she?

OLIVIA MUENTER , is a writer and cohost of Bad 
on Paper, a weekly podcast about books, life, 
and everything in between� Previously she was a 
senior fashion and beauty editor at Bustle�com� 
Olivia’s work has appeared in Refinery 29, HuffPost, 

Glamour�com, Philadelphia magazine, Byrdie, Apartment Therapy, 
and more� This is her first novel�

“A smart and intelligent thriller that is a not-to-be-missed 
page-turner. Buy multiples because this one has the making of 
a big best seller.” 
—Library Journal,     starred review

“Packed with trenchant critiques of internet celebrity and 
topped off by a satisfyingly nasty finale, this leaves readers 
wanting more from Muenter.” 
—Publishers Weekly,     starred review

“Timely, riveting. . . . This story is as addictive as scrolling 
Instagram, and marks the launch of a talented new writer.” 
—Ashley Winstead, author of Midnight Is the Darkest Hour

“A fascinating exploration of the dangers  
of social media . . . smart and timely.” 
—Carola Lovering, author of Tell Me Lies and Bye, Baby

For fans of Ashley Winstead, Jessica Knoll, and 
Jo Piazza, an electric debut thriller about what 
happens when one of the first child stars of the 
social media age grows up . . . and goes missing.
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Fiction - Thrillers - Psychological 
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Fiction - Thrillers - Suspense
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Publication Date: June 2024

Final PDF Available: Now

ISBN 978-1-68369-401-4

$24�99 USD

6 x 9, 336 pages 
1c hardcover with jacket

Word Count: Approx 75,000 words
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HORRORFICTION

Alice Chen’s Reality Check
By Kara Loo and Jennifer Young

Love is hell, even in paradise. A reality show contestant must 
fake date her rival while solving a murder in this sizzling rom-
com set on a tropical island.

Alice Chen doesn’t believe in true love, but she does believe in cold, 
hard cash� Buckling under the weight of student debt and her moth-
er’s medical bills, Alice will do anything to make bank—even star on  
Dawn Tay’s Inferno, the hot new reality TV show designed to push 
couples to their breaking point� 

The show is Alice’s chance to sip cocktails on the beach and win a 
cash prize of a million dollars� Everything is going according to plan  
� � � until her jerk fiancé breaks up with her during the second week of 
filming� To stay in the game, Alice agrees to fake-date the other newly 
single contestant: her high school rival and sworn enemy, Daniel Cho� 

But it turns out that all’s fair in love and reality TV, and Alice isn’t the 
only one who will do whatever it takes to win� When a dead body 
turns up, Alice and Daniel are faced with uncovering the secrets of 
the cast and crew to catch the killer—all while playing the loving cou-
ple on camera� As the reality show spirals out of control, Alice must 
confront her true feelings and crack the case if she wants to make it 
off the island alive�

Starring a murder mystery twist, plenty of reality show drama, and a 
thrilling romance, this debut by up-and-coming Asian American writer 
duo Kara Loo and Jennifer Young is the ultimate beach read�

KARA LOO is a game writer and reality TV fan who 
can be found enjoying afternoon tea whenever 
possible�

JENNIFER YOUNG is a game writer, avid romance 
reader, and Dungeons & Dragons adventurer� 

Together, Loo and Young’s game writing credits 
include hit interactive fiction games Surviving High 
School from Electronic Arts, and High School Story, 
Hollywood U, and Choices: Stories You Play from 

Pixelberry Studios� They have been writing together since high 

Perfect for fans of Dial A for Aunties and One 
to Watch, this swoonworthy rivals-to-lovers 
romance with a murder mystery twist is your 

next must-read.
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HORRORFICTION

Death in the Downline 
A Novel
By Maria Abrams 

It’s multi-level murder in this darkly funny mystery novel about 
the glamorous world of direct-selling MLM* “huns”—and the 
dangerous secrets at the top of the pyramid. 

Drew thought she was destined to rise above her small New Jersey 
hometown and make it as a serious journalist in New York City� But 
now she’s back in Clearfield, pushing thirty, newly single, and living 
with her father�

After a chance encounter at the grocery store, she reconnects with 
her former best friend, Steph, who married young and never left their 
hometown� But Steph looks � � � good� She’s tanned, clear skinned, and 
glowing� She drives an expensive car and wears only name brands� 
What’s her secret? A multi-level marketing direct-selling scheme 
called LuminUS that’s taken the ladies of Clearfield by storm� With 
nothing left to lose, Drew gets sucked into this glamorous world of 
downlines, sales parties, and girls’ trips�

But when a LuminUS distributor is found dead, Drew must uncover 
the dark secret at the heart of the organization—and save her best 
friend—before it’s too late�

Laugh-out-loud funny and a pitch-perfect skewering of pyramid 
schemes, Death in the Downline is a page-turner that will have read-
ers nodding in recognition and cheering for Drew until the cathartic 
conclusion�

MARIA ABRAMS is a mystery/thriller/horror 
novelist who lives in Colorado with her rescue frogs 
and dogs� She has a graduate degree in Psychology 
and is a graphic designer by day� Maria is also a 
member of the Horror Writers’ Association and a 
regular attendee at Stokercon�

“Death in the Downline is entertaining, funny, and page-turning. 
A compassionate look at the reasons women get roped into these 
schemes in the first place, even the ones who do the unthinkable 
to keep the ruse going.” 
—Emily Lynn Paulson, author of Hey, Hun

“Equal parts entertaining and unsettling, Death in the Downline 
is a page-turner that expertly shines a light on the dark world 
of MLMs and social media. . . . This is a mystery that feels as 
compelling as it does timely.” 
—Olivia Muenter, best-selling author of Such a Bad Influence

“A page-turning and timely deep dive into the dark underbelly of 
MLMs.” 
—Tracy Dobmeier and Wendy Katzman, coauthors of Girls with Bright Futures

“DEATH IN THE DOWNLINE IS 
ENTERTAINING, FUNNY, AND 

PAGE-TURNING.” 
—Emily Lynn Paulson, author of Hey, Hun

*MLM = MULTI-LEVEL MARKETING/DIRECT SELLING COMPANY 
SUCH AS HERBALIFE, ORIFLAME, AMWAY, OR NUSKIN
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FICTION

Siri, Who Am I? 
A Novel
by Sam Tschida

The only thing worse than losing your memory? Finding out who 
you really are . . . 

Mia might look like a Millennial but she was born yesterday� Emerging 
from a coma with short-term amnesia after an accident, Mia can’t re-
member her own name until the Siri assistant on her iPhone provides 
it� Based on her cool hairstyle (undercut with glamorous waves), dress 
(Prada), and signature lipstick (Chanel), she senses she’s wealthy, but 
the only way to know for sure is to retrace her steps once she leaves 
the hospital� Using Instagram and Uber, she arrives at the pink duplex 
she calls home in her posts but finds Max, a cute, off-duty postdoc 
supplementing his income with a house-sitting gig� He tells her the 
house belongs to JP, a billionaire with a chocolate empire� A few texts 
later, JP confirms her wildest dreams: they’re in love, Mia is living the 
good life, and he’ll be back that weekend�

But as Mia and Max work backward through her Instagram and across 
Los Angeles to learn more about her, they discover an ugly truth be-
hind her perfect Instagram feed, and evidence that her head wound 
was no accident� Did Mia have it coming? And if so, is it too late for 
her to rewrite her story?

SAM TSCHIDA (pronounced “cheetah”) is from the 
wilds of Minnesota, where she lives with a motley 
crew of kids, dogs, and one handsome man� She is 
the cofounder of ManuFixed, an editorial consulting 
company and a writing workshop that services the 

Twin Cities� In her spare time she runs, exercises, and watches 
Netflix�

“Tschida took me on a wild ride in the quick read with endless 
turns and a happily-ever-after ending fit for a Friday night, feel-
good rom-com movie.”

—USA Today, 3�5 out of 4 star review

“A fan of HBO Max’s The Flight Attendant? Tschida’s debut novel . 
. . is definitely for you.”

—E! Online

“[A] biting satire for the internet age.”

—POPSUGAR

“[An] uproarious debut.”
—Bustle

“A wild ride . . . with endless turns and a 
happily-ever-after ending fit for a Friday 

night, feel-good rom-com movie.” 
—USA Today

A Los Angeles woman with amnesia uses her 
Instagram account to piece together her true 

identity in this irreverent and whip-smart 
mystery rom-com about finding yourself in the 

age of social media.
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HORRORFICTION

The Unmothers 
A Novel
By Leslie J. Anderson 

In this raw and lyrical folk horror novel, a journalist sent to a 
small town begins to unravel a dark secret that the women of 
the town have been keeping for generations. 

“The Unmothers is an impressive debut, an intricate and unsettling 
narrative about desperation that is full of stellar writing.”—New 
York Times Book Review

Marshall is still trying to put the pieces together after the death of her 
husband� After she is involved in a terrible accident, her editor sends 
her to the small, backwards town of Raeford to investigate a clearly 
ridiculous rumor: that a horse has given birth to a healthy, human 
baby boy�

When Marshall arrives in Raeford, she finds an insular town that is 
kinder to the horses they are famous for breeding than to their own 
people� But when two horribly mangled bodies are discovered in a 
field—one a horse, one a human—she realizes that there might be a 
real story here�

As she’s pulled deeper into the town and its guarded people, her 
sense of reality is tipped on its head� Is she losing her grip? Or is this 
impossible story the key to a dark secret that has haunted the women 
of Raeford for generations?

Unbearably tense and utterly gripping, this atmospheric tale of fe-
male rage, bodily autonomy, and generational trauma hails the arrival 
of a masterful storyteller�

LESLIE J. ANDERSON has spent much of her life 
riding, training, and caring for horses� Her collection 
of poetry, An Inheritance of Stone, was nominated 
for an Elgin award� She has a Creative Writing MA 
from Ohio University and lives in Ohio with her 

family� This is her debut novel�

“Debut author Anderson crafts a truly unsettling gothic horror 
story. Horror fans will be rattled.” 
—Publishers Weekly

“Desolate, heartrending, and genuinely scary.” 
—Gretchen Felker-Martin, author of Manhunt

“The Unmothers is exquisite and haunting in equal measure. 
. . . Nauseatingly tense and crushingly insightful. This book 
represents an absolutely vital entry into the horror canon.” 
—Sarah Gailey, nationally best-selling author of The Echo Wife and  

Just Like Home

“The Unmothers is a triumph of folk  
horror that will gratify lovers of 

Midsommar and The Handmaid’s Tale.”
—LIBRARY JOURNAL,     STARRED REVIEW

Subject: 
Fiction - Horror 
Fiction - Thrillers - Supernatural 
Fiction - Feminist

Rights Sold:  
Audio: World English to Blackstone 
Translation: Polish (Insignis)  
Film/TV:  Retained by author (PS Literary)

Publication Date: August 2024

Final PDF Available: Now

ISBN 978-1-68369-429-8

$18�99 USD

51/4 x 8, 320 pages, 
1c paperback

Word Count: Approx� 70,000
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The Z Word
By Lindsay King-Miller 

Chaotic bisexual Wendy is trying to find her place in the queer 
community of San Lazaro, Arizona, after a bad breakup—which is 
particularly difficult because her ex is hooking up with some of her 
friends� And when the people around them start turning into violent, 
terrifying mindless husks, well, that makes things harder� Especially 
since the infection seems to be spreading�

Now, Wendy and her friends and frenemies—drag queen Logan, hot 
older butch Beau, sword lesbian Aurelia and her wife Sam, mysterious 
pizza delivery stoner Sunshine, and, oh yeah, Wendy’s ex-girlfriend 
Leah—have to team up to stay alive, save Pride, and track the zombie 
outbreak to its shocking source� Hopefully without killing each other 
first�

The Z Word is a propulsive, funny, emotional horror debut about a 
found family coming together to fight corporate greed, political cor-
ruption, gay drama, and zombies�

LINDSAY KING-MILLER is the author of Ask a 
Queer Chick: A Guide to Sex, Love, and Life for 
Girls Who Dig Girls� Her fiction has appeared in The 
Fiends in the Furrows, Tiny Nightmares, The Jewish 
Book of Horror, Fireside Fiction, Baffling Magazine, 

and numerous other publications� She lives in Denver with her 
partner and their two children� The Z Word is her first novel�

“This cinematic romp has something for nearly every reader; 
humor, gore, heat, action, and mystery all swirl in the San Lazaro 
desert.” 

—Booklist,     starred review

“Sexy, thoughtful, and fast-paced . . . King-Miller’s fiction debut 
expertly balances social commentary with fun in a novel that 
will have readers cheering for her queer heroes and questioning 
their own brand loyalties.” 
—Library Journal

“With an endearingly messy protagonist and wonderfully 
complicated relationship dynamics among the entirely queer 
cast, King-Miller skillfully explores real issues facing the 
LGBTQ+ community while cleverly pairing the beats of a 
romance novel with the visceral gut punches of survival horror.” 
—Publishers Weekly

“It’s thrilling to see the zombie subgenre reanimated with a 
fresh new premise” 
—Natalie Zutter, Lit Hub

“Sexy, scathing, delightful, and intimately devastating.” 
—Gretchen Felker-Martin, author of Manhunt and Cuckoo

FICTION

PACKED WITH ACTION, HUMOR, SEX, AND BIG GAY 
FEELINGS, THE Z WORD IS THE QUEER ZOMBIE ROMP 

YOU DIDN’T KNOW YOU NEEDED.

Subject: 
Fiction - LGBTQ+ - General  
Fiction - Horror 
Fiction - Thrillers - Supernatural

Rights Sold: Audiobook (Blackstone)� All 
world rights available�

Publication Date: May 2024 

Final PDF available: Now

ISBN 978-1-68369-407-6

$16�99 USD

51/4 x 8, 256 pages 
1c paperback

 Word Count: Approx 60,000 words

NEARLY  
10,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

Coming Fall 2025 from Lindsay King-Miller: THIS IS MY BODY, 

a dark and dazzling queer horror novel about family trauma 

and exorcising your demons�
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This Wretched Valley 
By Jenny Kiefer

“If you love wilderness horror, This Wretched Valley is a must-
read.”—Alma Katsu, author of The Hunger and The Fervor

Take only pictures. Leave only bones.

This trip is going to be Dylan’s big moment� Her geologist friend Clay 
has discovered an untouched cliff face in the Kentucky wilderness, 
and she is going to be the first person to climb it� Together with Clay, 
his research assistant Sylvia, and Dylan’s boyfriend Luke, Dylan is 
going to document her achievement on Instagram and finally cement 
her place as the next rising star in rock climbing�

Seven months later, three bodies are discovered in the trees just 
off the highway� All are in various states of decay: one a stark, white 
skeleton; the second emptied of its organs; and the third a mutilated 
corpse with the tongue, eyes, ears, and fingers removed�

But Dylan is still missing—and no trace of her, dead or alive, has been 
discovered�

Were the climbers murdered? Did they succumb to cannibalism? Or 
are their impossible bodies the work of an even more sinister force? 

This dread-inducing debut builds to a bloodcurdling climax, and will 
leave you shocked by the final twist�

JENNY KIEFER is a Kentucky native and an avid 
rock climber� Together with her mother, she is the 
owner and manager of Butcher Cabin Books, an all-
horror bookstore in Louisville, Kentucky� This is her 
debut novel�

“Kiefer’s debut heralds the arrival of a major new horror talent. 
Through vivid descriptions of the creepy setting and thoughtful 
character portraits, Kiefer maintains a feeling of unease and nail-
biting tension throughout. Devotees of daylight horror will be 
entranced.” 
—Publisher’s Weekly, starred review 

“A terrifying debut, rendered with the intensity and skill of 
Scott Smith’s cult favorite The Ruins and touches of The Hunger 
by Alma Katsu and Echo by Thomas Olde Heuvelt. The novel 
announces Kiefer’s intentions to boldly begin her climb to the top 
of the genre.” 
—Library Journal, starred review

“A master class in both suspense and gore, This Wretched Valley 
is a treat for climbers and horror lovers alike.” 
—Laura Hubbard, BookPage

“A hallucinatory nightmare of a novel that blends adventure, 
horror and historical fiction . . .” 
—New York Times Book Review 

Subject:  
Fiction - Horror  
Fiction - Thrillers - Supernatural 
Fiction - Thrillers - Suspense

Rights Sold:  
Audio - World English Audio to Blackstone 
Translation - Czech to Euromedia, Russian 
to AST 
Film/TV - Retained by Author (Tobias 
Literary Agency)

Publication Date: January 2024

Final PDF Available: Now

ISBN 978-1-68369-368-0

$18�99 USD

51/4 x 8, 304 pages 
1c paperback

Word Count: Approx 70,000 words

 

OVER
15,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

Four ambitious climbers hike into the 
Kentucky wilderness. Seven months later, 

three mangled bodies are discovered. Were 
their deaths simple accidents or the result of 

something more sinister?

“Kiefer, a climber herself, utilizes her knowledge of the sport to 
deliver an evocative and pulse-pounding survival horror novel 
inspired by the Dyatlov Pass incident. This disturbing outing 
marks her as a writer to watch and will appeal to fans of Scott 
Smith’s The Ruins (2006) and the Showtime series Yellowjackets .” 
—Booklist

“Despite being the author’s debut novel, This Wretched Valley 
is a glittering contender for Best Horror of 2024 . . . this book is 
unshakeable.”
—Cemetery Dance
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Crafting For Sinners 
A Novel 
By Jenny Kiefer 

Ruth is trapped� She’s stuck in her small, religious hometown of Kill 
Devil, Kentucky, stuck in the closet, and stuck living paycheck to pay-
check� After her manager finds out that she lives with her girlfriend, 
Ruth is fired from her job as a cashier at New Creations—a craft store 
owned by the church that dominates life in the town� 

In an act of revenge, Ruth attempts to shoplift some yarn but is 
caught red-handed by a New Creations cashier� Instead of calling 
the police, the employees lock her in the store—and attack her� When 
Ruth is forced to stab out one of their eyes with a knitting needle, 
she realizes she’s facing far bigger trouble than a simple shoplift-
ing charge� As Ruth fights for her life, she plunges deeper into the 
tangled web of the New Creationists, who are hiding a terrible secret 
that threatens not only her, but the entire town�

This relentless horror novel will have you on the edge of your seat as 
it hurtles towards a breathtaking conclusion� Will Ruth escape? Or will 
the shocking secret at the heart of the cult die with her?

JENNY KIEFER is a Kentucky native and an avid 
rock climber� Together with her mother, she is the 
owner and manager of Butcher Cabin Books, an all-
horror bookstore in Louisville, Kentucky� This is her 
debut novel�

FICTION

A queer woman must fight her way out of 
a big-box craft store run by a diabolical 
religious cult in this gripping survival 

horror novel by Jenny Kiefer, author of  
This Wretched Valley

Subject:  
Fiction - Horror 
Fiction - LGBTQ+ 
Fiction - Occult & Supernatural

Rights:  
Audio: Under negotiation 
Translation: Available from Quirk 
Film/TV:  Retained by Author (Tobias 
Literary Agency)

Publication Date: October 7, 2025

Final PDF Available: June 2025

Sample Manuscript Available: Now

ISBN 978-1-68369-470-0

$18�99 USD 

5 1/4 x 8, 304 pages 
1c paperback

Word Count: Approx� 75,000
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Wake Up And Open Your Eyes
By Clay McLeod Chapman  

Noah Fairchild has been losing his formerly polite Southern parents to 
far-right cable news for years, so when his mother leaves him a voice-
mail warning him that the “Great Reawakening” is here, he assumes 
it’s related to one of the many conspiracy theories she believes in� But 
when his own phone calls go unanswered, Noah makes the long drive 
from Brooklyn to Richmond, Virginia� There, he discovers his child-
hood home in shambles, a fridge full of spoiled food, and his parents 
locked in a terrifying trance-like state in front of the TV� Panicked, 
Noah attempts to snap them out of it and get medical help�

Then Noah’s mother brutally attacks him�

But Noah isn’t the only person to be attacked by a loved one� Families 
across the country are tearing each other apart—literally—as people 
succumb to a form of possession that gets worse the more time they 
spend watching particular channels, using certain apps, or visiting 
certain websites� In Noah’s Richmond-based family, only he and his 
young nephew Marcus are unaffected� Together, they must race back 
to the safe haven of Brooklyn—but can they make it before they fall 
prey to the violent hordes?

This ambitious, searing novel from “one of horror’s modern masters” 
holds a mirror to our divided nation, and will shake readers to the 
core�

CLAY McLEOD CHAPMAN writes novels, comic 
books, and children’s books, as well as for film and 
TV� He is the author of the horror novels  
The Remaking, Whisper Down the Lane, Ghost 
Eaters, and What Kind of Mother� He also co-wrote 

Quiet Part Loud, a horror podcast produced by Jordan Peele’s 
Monkeypaw for Spotify� Visit him at claymcleodchapman�com�

“A damn roller coaster of a novel, the kind that leaves you shaking 
and shrieking and smiling. [Chapman] takes all that’s troubling 
our nation in the current day and, somehow, makes it all the more 
frightening.” 
—Victor LaValle, author of Lone Women

“The proximity of Chapman’s demons is enough to make one lock 
the doors, turn off the television, [and] curl into a ball in the dark. 
. . . A sparkling variety of narration, mad vivid energy, and even 
brilliantly funny bits.” 

—Josh Malerman, New York Times best-selling author of Incidents Around 
the House

“The Purge ain’t got nothin’ on this.” 
—Stephen Graham Jones, New York Times best-selling author of I Was a 
Teenage Slasher

Subject:  
Fiction - Horror 
Fiction - Occult & Supernatural; Fiction - 
Thrillers - Psychological

Rights:  
Audio: Available from Quirk 
Translation: Available from Quirk 
Film/TV:  Retained by Author (Gotham 
Group)

Publication Date: January 7, 2025

Final PDF Available: September 2024

Sample Manuscript Available: Now

ISBN 978-1-68369-395-6

$24�99 USD

6 x 9, 384 pages 
1c hardcover with jacket

Word Count: Approx� 70,000

From Vulture’s “master of horror” Clay McLeod 
Chapman, a relentless and emotionally charged 

social horror novel about a family on the run 
from a demonic possession epidemic that 

spreads through media, for fans of The Last of 
Us and When Evil Lurks
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Get Haunted with Clay McLeod Chapman

Ghost Eaters

One of Vulture’s Best Horror Novels of 2022, this terrifying 
supernatural page-turner will make you think twice about 
opening doors to the unknown.

“A Gothic-punk graveyard tale about what haunts history and what 
haunts the human soul� An addicting read that draws you into its 
descent from the first page�”—Chuck Wendig, New York Times 
best-selling author of The Book of Accidents

ISBN: 978-1-68369-378-9 
Price: $16�99 
Specs: 51/4 x 8, 304 pages, 1c paperback 
Rights Sold: Audio (Blackstone), Czech (Euromedia), French (Pygma-
lion), Russian (AST), Film Rights Under Option 
Publication Date: September 2022

What Kind of Mother

“Packed with profoundly unsettling scenes that’ll slither under 
your skin and stay there long after you turn the last page.”—
Gabino Iglesias, New York Times Book Review
A New York Times Book Review Best Horror Book of 2023

One of Esquire’s Best Horror Books of 2023 

“Chapman (Ghost Eaters) is becoming a not-to-miss horror novelist.” 
—Library Journal

ISBN: 978-1-68369-380-2
Price: $21�99 USD
Specs: 6 x 9, 304 pages 1c hardcover with jacket
Rights Sold:  Audio (Blackstone), UK (Titan), Spanish (Alianza/Runas)
Publication Date: September 2023

Whisper Down the Lane

A pulse-pounding, true-crime-based horror novel inspired by 
the McMartin preschool trial and Satanic Panic of the ’80s.

“A diabolically creepy hybrid of horror and psychological suspense 
that thrills as much as it unsettles� You’ll keep turning the pages 
even as your hands shake�”—Riley Sager, New York Times best- 
selling author of Home Before Dark

ISBN: 978-1-68369-306-2 
Price: $15�99 
Specs: 51/4 x 8, 320 pages, 1c paperback 
Rights Sold: Audio (Blackstone), French (Pygmalion) 
Publication Date: April 2021

The Remaking

Inspired by a true story, this supernatural thriller for fans of 
horror and true crime follows a tale as it evolves every twenty 
years—with terrifying results.

“This disorienting and immersive story anchors itself in history but 
stretches its terrifying tentacles into the present, producing intense 
chills�”—Library Journal

ISBN: 978-1-68369-211-9 
Price: $14�99 
Specs: 51/4 x 8, 320 pages, 1c paperback 
Rights Sold: Audio (Recorded Books), French (Pygmalion) 
Publication Date: October 2019

OVER
17,000 

COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER
40,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

20,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

15,000 
COPIES 
SOLD!

FICTION
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GRADY HENDRIX is an award-winning and New York Times best-selling novelist and screenwriter living in New York City� He 
is the author of Horrorstör, My Best Friend’s Exorcism (which is now adapted into a feature film by Amazon Studios), We Sold Our 
Souls, The Southern Book Club’s Guide to Slaying Vampires, and The Final Girl Support Group� Grady also authored the Bram 
Stoker Award–winning nonfiction book Paperbacks from Hell and These Fists Break Bricks: How Kung Fu Movies Swept America 
and Changed the World� Worldwide, readers have bought over two million copies of his books�

My Best Friend’s Exorcism
This unholy hybrid of Beaches and The Exorcist blends teen angst 
and unspeakable horrors into a pulse-pounding supernatural thriller�

One of Town & Country’s 50 Best Horror Books

“Think Mean Girls with demonic possession, set in 1988 
Charleston. It’s funny, it’s heart-wrenching, it’s even a little 
spiritual, in a very strange way.” 
—SOUTHERN LIVING MAGAZINE

“Terrific . . . Sharply written...[My Best Friend’s Exorcism] makes 
a convincing case for [Hendrix’s] powers as a sharp observer 
of human behavior, filtered through a fun genre conceit that 
doesn’t skimp on the spooky—or the bodily fluids.” 
—THE A.V. CLUB

The Southern Book Club’s Guide to 
Slaying Vampires
Steel Magnolias meets Dracula in this New York Times best-selling 
horror novel about a women’s book club that must do battle with a 
mysterious newcomer to their small Southern town�

A New York Times bestseller

“This funny and fresh take on a classic tale manages to com-
ment on gender roles, racial disparities, and white privilege all 
while creeping me all the way out. So good.” 
—ZAKIYA DALILA HARRIS, AUTHOR OF THE OTHER BLACK GIRL

“One of the most rollicking, addictive novels I’ve read in years.” 
—DANIELLE TRUSSONI FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW

The Southern Book Club’s Guide to 
Slaying Vampires

ISBN 978-1-68369-251-5

Rights Sold: 
Audio: Blackstone 
Translation: Bulgarian (Artline), French 
(Pygmalion), German (Heyne), Italian 
(Strade Blu), Japanese (Hayakawa), 
Korean (Munhakdongne), Polish 

(Vesper), Portuguese in Brazil 
(Intrinseca) Romanian (SC Euro Libris), 
Russian (AST), Spanish (Minotauro), 
Turkish (Ithaki), Ukrainian (Bookchef)
Film/TV:  Under Option to HBO

Publication Date: April 2020

My Best Friend’s Exorcism

ISBN 978-1-59474-976-6

Rights Sold: 
Audio: Blackstone 
Translation: Czech (expired), French 
(expired), German (Droemer), Italian 
(Strade Blu), Polish (expired), Brazilian 
Portuguese (Intrinseca), Portuguese 
Eur� (LeYa), Russian (expired), Spanish 
(Minotauro), Turkish (Ithaki)   

Film/TV:  Amazon Studios

Publication Date: May 2016

ENTER THE AWARD-WINNING WORLD OF GRADY HENDRIX
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We Sold Our Souls
A hard-rocking, spine-tingling horror novel 
about a washed-up guitarist of a ’90s 
heavy metal band who embarks on an epic 
road-trip across America and deep into the 
web of a sinister conspiracy.

A Locus Awards finalist for Best Horror Novel

“Hendrix is an indie horror legend, and We Sold 
Our Souls is one of his best�”—Book Riot

“Wild and fun, genuinely terrifying in places, 
and also somehow heartfelt�”—Tor�com

“Kickass, horrifying, and smart as hell� It cer-
tainly earns my two horns up�”—Dread Central

ISBN: 978-1-68369-340-6

Specs:  
51/4 x 8, 336 pages 
1c paperback

Rights Sold:  
Audio: Blackstone  
Translation: Catalan (Obscura), French (Sona-
tine), Polish (expired), Brazilian Portuguese (In-
trinseca), Spanish (Minotauro), Turkish (Ithaki) 
Film/TV:  Available from Quirk

Publication Date: September 2018

Paperbacks from Hell
A nostalgic and unflinchingly funny cele-
bration of the horror fiction boom of the 
1970s and ’80s.

One of SFFWorld’s Best of the Decade

“Pure, demented delight�”—The New York Times 
Book Review

“Paperbacks from Hell is as funny as it is en-
gaging�”—The Washington Post

“The book is a true appreciation of the genre�” 
—Los Angeles Times

ISBN: 978-1-59474-981-0

Specs: 
7 x 10, 256 pages 
4c paperback

Rights Sold:  
Audio: Blackstone  
Translation: Chinese-S (expired), Russian (AST), 
Spanish (Minotauro)  
Film/TV: Reserved by Author (JABberwocky)

Publication Date: September 2017

Horrorstör
A hilarious and terrifying haunted house 
story in a thoroughly contemporary set-
ting: a furniture superstore. 

“Horrorstör delivers a crisp terror-tale � � � [and] 
Hendrix strikes a nice balance between come-
dy and horror�”—The Washington Post

“Disarming�”—The Wall Street Journal

“Wildly inventive � � � Hendrix delivers both a 
palm-sweating horror story and a laugh-out-
loud satire of retail�”—Esquire

“An inventive, hilarious haunted house tale�” 
—Bustle

ISBN 978-1-59474-526-3

Specs: 
73/8 x 83/4, 240 pages 
1c paperback

Rights Sold:  
Audio: English (Blackstone) Spanish (RB Libros) 
Translation: German (Droemer), Greek (Brain 
Food), Italian (Strade Blu), Polish (Vesper), 
Russian (AST), Spanish (Hidra), Ukrainian (Book-
chef)� Expired: Chinese-S, Chinese-T, Czech, 
Estonian, Finnish, French, Hungarian, Korean, 
Slovak, Swedish, Thai, Turkish 
Film/TV:  Under option to New Republic

Publication Date: September 2014

66.6K 
COPIES 
SOLD!

70K 
COPIES 
SOLD!

200K 
COPIES 
SOLD!
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BEN H. WINTERS is the New York Times best-selling, Edgar Award–winning, and Philip K� Dick Award–winning author of The Quiet 
Boy, Golden State, Underground Airlines, the Last Policeman trilogy, and the mash-up novel Sense and Sensibility and Sea Monsters� 
Ben has also worked extensively in television; he was a writer on the FX cult hit Legion as well as Manhunt on Apple TV+, and he is 
the creator of the CBS drama Tracker� He lives in Los Angeles with his wife, three kids, and one large dog�

The Bonus Room
ISBN 978-1-68369-382-6  
$16�99 USD 
Rights Sold: Audio (Audible), French (Sonatine)

From New York Times best-selling and Edgar Award–winning author Ben H. Winters, this 
supernatural page-turner about a real-estate nightmare will make you think twice about 
your dream home.

Susan and Alex Wendt have found their dream apartment in a gorgeous Brooklyn brown-
stone.

Sure, the landlady is a little eccentric. And the elderly handyman drops some cryptic 
remarks about the basement. But the rent is so low, it’s too good to pass up.

Big mistake. Susan awakens every morning with fresh bug bites, but neither Alex nor their 
daughter, Emma, has a single welt. An exterminator searches the property and turns up 
nothing. The landlady insists her building is clean. Susan fears she’s going mad—until she 
makes a chilling discovery in the bonus room.

Filled with Hitchcockian suspense, The Bonus Room is a horrifying tale of a dream home 
that becomes a nightmare.

Previously published in 2011 as Bedbugs.

The Last Policeman
ISBN 978-1-59474-674-1

$14�99 USD

Rights Sold: Audio (Brilliance), Italian 
(Piemme), Romanian (Editura ART), 
Spanish (Hidra), Turkish (Ithaki)

Countdown City
ISBN 978-1-59474-626-0 

$14�99 USD

Rights Sold: Audio (Brilliance), French 
(Sonatine), Italian (Piemme), Romanian 
(Editura ART), Spanish (Hidra), Turkish 
(Ithaki)

World of Trouble
ISBN 978-1-59474-685-7

$14�99 USD

Rights Sold: French (Sonatine), Italian 
(Piemme), Spanish (Hidra), Turkish (Ithaki)

Also by Ben H. Winters:

OVER 
150K 

COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER 
15K 

COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER 
60K 

COPIES 
SOLD!

OVER 
50K 

COPIES 
SOLD!
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Bride of the Tornado
By James Kennedy

Dare to Know 
By James Kennedy

A Chicago Tribune Best Book Of 2023 

“A powerfully weird, original tale that combines American folk 
horror with a surreal coming-of-age nightmare.” 
—The Guardian

Stephen King’s The Mist meets David Lynch’s Twin Peaks in this 
surreal, mind-bending horror-thriller.

In a small town tucked away in the midwestern corn fields, the adults 
whisper about Tornado Day� Our narrator, a high school sophomore, 
has never heard this phrase but she soon discovers its terrible mean-
ing: a plague of sentient tornadoes is coming to destroy them� 

The only thing that stands between the town and total annihilation is 
a teen boy known as the tornado killer� Drawn to this enigmatic boy, 
our narrator senses an unnatural connection between them� But the 
adults are hiding a secret about the origins of the tornadoes and the 
true nature of the tornado killer—and our narrator must escape before 
the primeval power that binds them all comes to claim her� 

Audaciously conceived and steeped in existential dread, this 
genre-defying novel reveals the mythbound madness at the heart of 
small-town life�

“A voraciously readable page-turner of a novel.” 
—Cory Doctorow

This mind-bending and emotional speculative thriller is set in a 
world where the exact moment of your death can be  
predicted—for a price.

Our narrator is the most talented salesperson at Dare to Know, an 
enigmatic company that has developed the technology to predict 
anyone’s death down to the second� Divorced, estranged from his 
sons, and broke, he’s driven to violate the cardinal rule of the business 
by forecasting his own death day� The problem: his prediction says he 
died twenty-three minutes ago�

The only person who can confirm its accuracy is Julia, the woman 
he loved and lost during his rise up the ranks of Dare to Know� As he 
travels across the country to see her, he’s forced to confront his past, 
the choices he’s made, and the terrifying truth about the company he 
works for�

Wildly ambitious and highly immersive, this thought-provoking thriller 
explores the destructive power of knowledge and collapses the 
boundaries between reality, myth, and conspiracy as it races toward 
its shocking conclusion�

JAMES KENNEDY, is the author of Dare to Know and Bride of the Tornado� Before becoming a writer, he was a computer 
programmer with a degree in physics and philosophy�

Bride of the Tornado

Subject:   
Fiction - Horror  
Fiction - Thrillers - Supernatural 
Fiction - Coming Of Age

ISBN 978-1-68369-327-7

$17�99 USD  

5¼ x 8, 352 pages 
1c paperback

Word Count: 75,000

Publication Date: August 2023

Rights Sold: Audio (Blackstone), Italian 
(Mondadori), Film rights under option

Dare to Know

Subject:  
Fiction - Science Fiction - Action & 
Adventure 
Fiction - Thrillers - Technological Fiction 
- Thrillers - Suspense

ISBN 978-1-68369-316-1

$16�99 USD

 

5¼ x 8, 304 pages 
1c paperback

Word Count: 75,000

Publication Date: June 2022

Rights Sold: Audio (Blackstone), Polish 
(Virtualo), Turkish (Perseus) 
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The Resurrectionist 
The Lost Work of Dr� Spencer Black 
By  E. B. Hudspeth  

This macabre tale—part dark fantasy, part Grey’s Anatomy—
tells the chilling story of a man driven mad by his search for the 
truth, with hypnotic and horrifying images.

Philadelphia, the late 1870s� A city of gas lamps, cobblestone streets, 
and horse-drawn carriages—and home to the controversial surgeon 
Dr� Spencer Black� The son of a grave robber, young Dr� Black studies 
at Philadelphia’s esteemed Academy of Medicine, where he devel-
ops an unconventional hypothesis: that the mythological beasts of 
legend and lore—including mermaids, minotaurs, and satyrs—were in 
fact humanity’s evolutionary ancestors� And beyond that, he wonders: 
what if there was a way for humanity to reach the fuller potential 
these ancestors implied?
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or that sanitation had no correlation to infection during surgery. The introduction of 

anesthesia revolutionized surgery; it allowed the surgeon more time to perform the work 

without worrying about the patient’s pain. Black welcomed these advancements and was 

excited about contributing ideas of his own.

 During his first year at the academy, in 1869, Black began to research mutations 

of the body—specifically, physical abnormalities that manifest in dramatic, unique, and 

even fatal ways. however, studying people maligned with these conditions was not easy. 

They often died early or were difficult to find because they were secluded from the public. 

Much of Black’s early work was influenced by his experiences at the Grossemier Museum 

in downtown philadelphia. In the museum’s collection was a famously peculiar skeleton of 

parapagus dicephalus dibrachius (conjoined twins); the skeleton was named ella and emily; 

the girls had died at birth. he wrote his first paper about their unfortunate condition. The 

result was highly praised but not well distributed; much of Black’s work was considered 

less worthy of discussion than the research of infectious diseases, more efficient surgical 

practice, or improved anesthesia. Many thought the young doctor was wasting his time on 

birth defects. Black wrote about some of his frustrations during that time:

 I am engrossed in anatomical research now. Denkel is 

assisting my efforts despite what other professors have called, 

“unnecessary and fruitless interests in mutations of the body.” He 

is either ignorant of their counsel or genuinely interested in my 

research—I tend to think it’s the latter. 

 The miracle of life is granted, and how that miracle can be 

defective is a nuance that I am most interested in understanding. 

Denkel and I are preparing another article for publication this 

spring. I trust it should prove quite insightful.

 spencer Black began taking illustration seriously during his first year at the academy. 

It was not uncommon for doctors to sketch their notes and findings, but Black was 

excessively good at the practice, and he found work in the evenings drawing the work of 

other researchers. one of these was the renowned botanist and traveler Jean DeLain. 

 DeLain’s collection was kept at the Broadshire university atrium, where Black 

would often go to study. he would continue to work for DeLain off and on for many 

years, illustrating hundreds of specimens for him.
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Three of the plants that Spencer Black illustrated for the botanist Jean DeLain; all are well 

known for their distinct properties.

 The English Yew bears a seed that is extremely poisonous. The tree can live for more 

than two thousand years; some are believed to be as old as nine thousand years. In certain 

spiritual circles, the yew is celebrated for its transcendence of death. Its resilience has 

inspired many cultures to revere it as a symbol of rebirth and everlasting life.

 Myrrh is the tree from which the reddish-brown gum resin is derived; it is famous among 

Christians for being one of the three gifts bestowed on the infant Jesus. Myrrh is a well-known 

incense and is still used for its aromatic and medicinal qualities.

 Lily of the Valley, extremely poisonous, has many stories and legends ascribed to it. 

Also known as Our Lady’s Tears, the plant is believed to have sprung from the tears of Mary 

while she wept at the crucifixion of her son Jesus Christ. It is believed that the plant can grant 

the power to envision a better world. It also symbolizes the return of happiness, or the return 

of Jesus Christ. 
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 71s p h i n x  a l a t u s

plate 1
1-   Radial carpal
2-   1st finger
3-   Phalanges
4-   2nd finger
5-   3rd finger
6-   Carpometacarpus
7-   Ulnar carpal
8-   Ulna

9-   Radius
10-  Humerus
11-  Scapula
12-  12th thoracic vertebra
13-  Lumbar vertebra
14-  Pelvis
15-  Sacrum
16-  Ischial tuber
17-  Femur
18-  Fibula

19-  Tibia
20-  Calcanean bone
21-  Metatarsal bones
22-  Phalanges
23-  Patella
24-  Phalanges
25-  Metacarpal bones
26-  Carpal bones
27-  Radius
28-  Ulna 

29-  Humerus
30-  Keel of  sternum
31-  Furculum
32-  Scapula
33-  Mandible
34-  Zygomatic arch
35-  Frontal bone
36-  Parietal bone
37-  Occipital bone
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four chambered stomach of other ruminants; therefore, I have not 

found a bezoar stone either. It is human . . . mostly.

 I am trying to hold firm to reason and logic while I learn a 

lifetime of zoological science in a mere month. I am trying not to 

perform an injustice to the innocent creature on my table. I am 

fighting fatigue and sickness daily now: the anxiety of this work 

and knowledge is weighing heavily. My nerves are ruined, but 

oddly I feel vitalized and nourished at the same time. I cannot 

think, I cannot eat or sleep, smile or be angry; I feel nothing other 

than a nauseating compulsion to continue the work on the flayed 

creature who silently waits in the attic. With its skin peeled back 

and pinned in place, its organs removed and floating in jars of 

noxious liquid; it waits beside drawings and notes documenting its 

total and final destruction.

Drawing made by Spencer Black during the early stages of dissecting the fawn-child. 

Philadelphia, 1878.

T h e  R e s u R R e c T i o n i s T  35

The Resurrectionist7.indd   35 11/6/12   5:34 PM

 36

In these details, the genetic deformation is illustrated more clearly, and it’s easy to see why 

this condition might generate such interest in the nineteenth century, or even today. In his 

notes on the dissection, Dr. Black writes: I positioned the body transverse and squarely on 

its back. I then prepared the side table and logbook for notes to record the first session of 

the dissection. I will continue carefully; I will make notes of everything I can think to write. 

I will draw the details of the animal, the sinus and the tissue as they are torn or cut. I am 

racing against the inevitable destruction of this animal. I must take care to document every 

inch, every aspect of its body. I worry, while sweat is in my eyes and my fingers tense, that I 

will do something wrong, that a crucial element will be missing and this puzzle will never be 

assembled.
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 72 s p h i n x  a l a t u s

platE 2
1-   Adductor alulae
2-   Adductor digiti majoris
3-   Interosseus ventralis
4-   Ulnimetacarpalis dorsalis
5-   Flexor carpi ulnaris
6-   Flexor digitorum profundud
7-   Flexor digitorum superficialis
8-   Pronator superficialis
9-   Humerus

10-  Triceps brachii
11-  Biceps brachii
12-  Trapezius
13-  Latissimus dorsi
14-  Obliquus externus abdominis
15-  Sartorius
16-  Tensor fasciae latae
17-  Gluteus superficialis
18-  Semitendinosus
19-  Quadriceps femoris
20-  Biceps femoris

21-  Gastrocnemius
22-  Flexor digitorum profundus
23-  Tibialis cranialis
24-  Vagina recti abdominis
25-  Pectoralis minor
26-  Flexor carpi ulnaris
27-  Extensor carpi ulnaris
28-  Extensor digitorum lateralis
29-  Extensor digitorum 

communis
30-  Extensor carpi radialis

31-  Cleidobrachialis
32-  Triceps brachii
33-  Deltoideus
34-  Infraspinatus
35-  Omotransversarius
36-  Brachiocephalicus
37-  Trapezius
38-  Pectoralis major
39-  Tensor propatagialis
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